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But  Seriously,  Folks... 
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St.  Luke's 
Hospital 


A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart  of 
San  Francisco 


Dereszynski  ~  Duval 
&  Associates 


I 


since  before  you  were  born 

415.643.0249) 


Cesar-  Chavez  at  Valencia 

3555  C^sar  Chavez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110  ^ 
www.stlukes-sf.org 


Community  Based,  Not  for  Profit  • 


Comprehensive  Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Matemal/Child  Services 

•  Diabetes  Education  Program  (ADA  Approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for  Culture  and  Healing 


For  More  Information: 

Referral  &  Information  . .  415-821 -DOCS  (3627) 
Maternity  Information  .  .  415-626-BABY  (2229) 
Outpatient  Pharmacy  . . .  415-641-6550 

Diabetes  Education . 415-641-6826 

M.O.M . 415-641-6406 

(Millermium  Occupational  Medicine) 

_ 


Go  right  ahead  and  shop  someplace  else. 
Big  spender. 


THRiFT  STORf 


A  Mission  District  Icon  Since  1973 

Over  4,000  items  arriving  daiiy! 

•  Denim  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry  'Accessories  r  Clothing  For  All  Ages  •  Vintage  Items 
•  Furniture  •  Small  Appliances  •  Books  &  Records  •  Sporting  Goods  '  Toys  &  More! 


I 

Any  $10.00  j 

purchase  ! 

or  more.  | 

Not  valid  with  any  othe^  promotion.  Limit  j 

one  coupon  par  “Customer  Please  ■ 

present  this  cou:>;)n  prio--  to  purchase.  |. 

Good  through  January  10,  2004  • 

2101  Mission  Street  San  Francisco  .  ! 


Thrift  Town 

2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)861-1132 

www.ThriftTown.com 

Store  hours:  M-F  9am  -8pm 
Sat  10am-7pm  &  Sun  11am-6pm 
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MARCHINC  IN  MEMORY  OF  MO$CONE  &  MILK 


.JUM  iVlY  yyjJllllULl 


On  Sunday,  November  23rd,  Mission  District  residents  joined  the  25th  Aimual  Candlelight  March  honoring  the  memory  of 
assassinated  Mayor  George  Moscone  and  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk.  (Above)  Children  from  Harvey  Milk  Civil  Rights  Elementary  p  1^  I  l_ 

School  led  the  march  down  Market  Street.  (Below)  Political  heavyweights  Aaron  Peskin,  Matt  Gonzalez,  Carole  Migden  and  B 

Terence  Hallinan  join  the  march.  by  Peter  Claudius 
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phone:  (‘“*^695-2838  /  285-4449 

e-mail;  vmiller4@mindspring.com 
internet:  http://www.sfmission.com 
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Advertising  &  Graphics:  Lex  McCloud 


CONTRIBUTING  ARTISTS  &  JOURNALISTS: 

Sonny  Smith,  Ryder  Miller,  Roy  Abila, 
Resurreccion  Cruz,  Alfonso  Texidor, 
Keith  Knight,  Nancy  Pelosi 
'  Richard  Pitt,  Adam  Raney, 
Naney  Dahlberg,  P.W.  Claudius 
Cover  illustration  by  Oliver  Chin 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY. 


Bicycles  by: 


SPEOAUZEO 


HARO 


HOURS: 

Sun  n  am-5pm 
Mon-Sat  10am-6pm 


TREK 

Hug$  Seleclion  oiMs,  tccsMbiaMi 

fail,  flp«rfhpfli»-/Wiw«Jiweii 

WF  BOX  BIKES  FOR  mVEL 


(between  2ist  and  22'’'!  Streets) 

1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales)  550-6601  (repairs) 


PRESIDENT  Bush.  GOVERNOR 
Schwartzenegger.  MAYOR  who?  The 
answer  to  that  question  will  tell  a  lot  about 
who  we  think  we  are,  and  by  “we”  I  mean 
San  Franciscans.  Does  the  resume  for 
leadership  in  the  entire  USA  now  read 
“actor,  figurehead,  mouthpiece,  puppet, 
front  man,  or  dummy...”?  I  saw  a  poster 
the  other  day  with  pictures  of  Bush-baby, 
The  Govemator  and  Gavin  Newsom 
displayed  side  by  side  above  a  caption 
reading  “Compassionate  Conservatives.”  If 
you  expect  compassion  from  any  of  those 
guys,  you  haven’t  been  paying  attention; 
you’ve  got  a  better  chance  of  getting  milk 
from  a  parking  meter. 

Personally,  I’m  a  little  bit  afraid  that  the 
sense  of  humor  which  has  helped  me 
through  previous  years  may  no  longer  be 
stretchy  enough  to  accept  or  believe  a 
Newsom  victory  in  the  coming  election.  If 
I  were  truly  sure  a  majority  of  San 
^Franciscans  preferred  a  vacuous  airhead 
representing  them  in  the  corridors  of  civic 
power.  I’d  take  it  as  a  sign  that  it’s  time  to 
take  a  walk  into  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Well,  there’s  no  hurry.  Four  days  after 
this  edition  goes  to  press,  we’ll  all  know 
who  they  say  won  the  election.  I  hope  it’s 
good  news  and  I  hope  its  the  truth,  but  I 
know  just  hopin’  won’t  make  it  so. 

Seriously,  folks,  elections  don’t  get 
much  more  important  or  relevant  to  the 
future  quality  of  life  in  San  Francisco  than 
this  one.  Please  go  to  the  polls,  and  make 
sme  your  friends  do  too! 

Say,  here’s  an  ironic  fact:  if  Newsom 
werd  to  win  the  election  and  then  die  in 
office,  (Heaven  Forbid!),  by  city  law  his 
term  would  be  completed  by  the  president 

of  tlie  Board  of  Supervisors . Matt 

Gonzalez. ! 


Mission  District 
Writers  Alert!  ■ 

Perfect  Binding 
now  available  in 
small  quanities! 

IBARRA  BROTHERS  PRINTING 

t009  VALENCIA  ST.  (new  21et) 

•  •  •  Telephone:  826-6700  826-6701  •  •  • 


Self  publish  your 
poems  or  novel! 

Foilfast  Cover 
Printer,  Specialty 
Cover  Stock 


m!//iDn 

OrJE  l-'JUH  PHOTO 


I  We  are  the  source  of  Cartunial  SF  parade  phodis 
I  -  (over  3000  photos  every  year!)  .. 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  iiBpnntmm.) 


'6m  HouiT 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
.  .  full  frame  with  borders! 


passport  &  immigration  photos 
print  to.  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


black  &  vi/hite  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: . 

enlargements  to  20"x3Cr. 

S  days: 

slides  &  b/W  develop  S  print 


2$59  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  . 


IQOO -  SOD 
)-  5:30 


11:00- 


New  Mission  news 


Dpremher  2003 


BLANKET  DRIVE 

ron  THE  SE  HOMELESS 

In  conjunction  with  The  Women's 
Community  Clinic,  San  Francisco  Federal 
Credit  Union  (SF  Federal  CU)  will  be 
hosting  a  blanket  drive  through  December 
12*  at  all  of  their  branches.  All  donated 
blankets  will  be  distributed  to  San 
Francisco  homeless  living  in  shelters  and 
on  the  streets  via  The  Women’s 
Community  Clinic. 

Donate  gently  used  or  new  blankets 
from  December  l“  -  12*  to  any  of  the 
three  SF  Federal  CU  branches. 
Locations  of  SF  Federal  CU  branches 
are:  770  Golden  Gate,  2645  Ocean 
Avenue,  and  4375  Geary  Boulevard, 
call  415-775-5377,  ext.  4  for  more 
information. 

The  Women's  Community  Clinic 
began  with  a  small  group  of  volunteers  in 
early  1999.  They  have  grown  to  nearly  60 
women  who  have  provided  over  6000 
appointments  to  over  2,838  unduplicated 
clients  since  opening.  Their  mission  is  to 
improve  health  by  providing  free, 
respectful,  quality  care  for  women,  by 
women.  They  believe  that  preventive, 
educational  care  is  essential  to  lifelong 
health  and  is  best  achieved  in  a  safe, 
welcoming  environment  that  encourages 
women  to  seek  the  care  they  need. 

In  February  1999,  after  30  years  of 
service  to  the  community,  the  Women's 
Needs  Center  closed  its  doors.  As  the  only 
totally  free  women's  clinic  in  San 
Francisco,  the  Women's  Needs  Center 
served  approximately  4,000  low  income 
and  uninsured  women  per  year  in  a  safe, 
woman-only  environment.  Less  than  six 
months  after  the  closing  ~  due  to  the  hard 
work  of  volunteers,  the  interest  of 
individuals  across  the  City  and  country, 
and  the  dedication  of  their  clients  —  the 
Women's  Needs  Center  reopened  on  June 
28,  1999  as  tlie  Women's  Conununity 
Clinic.  No  longer  part  of  the  Haight 
Ashbury  Free  Clinic,  Inc.,  the  Women's 
Community  Clinic  carries  on  the  tradition 
of  providing  free  health  care  for  women, 
by  women  while  designing  irmovative 
ways  to  meet  the  evolving  needs  of  theitr 
clients. 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 


1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

X  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

n-  i  CnJle 

■MALL 

11.95 

1X90 

MOORM 

15.75 

15.M 

LMMC 

18.73 

19.25 

J.  FISHERMAN'S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

CUm.  Crntt 

1145 

19.65 

1545 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICXEN) 

OMtn,  HmLmmm  tim  DM  Biimmi  ftiliii 

11.75 

15.75 

17J5 

5.  MISSION  SELL  (MEXICAN) 

Oitipfii  Hwmmu  Uatk  O^ma, 

13.45 

16.75 

1845 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  (ALL  MEAO 

fUm,  3ttf,  Ptpptrmi,  A«op%  Smmgt,  Utiom 

19.50 

16.85 

19.93 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Aftitktkr  Htmn,  Fmk  Ttmsmm,  Clanfcf,  StnmEift 

10.85 

1345 

17.10 

X  HAVAUAH  SPECIAL 

Ciadfau  Bttm,  HtMppU 

9.95 

1190 

14.10 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

A*  osmw  OHMS  Auw  Jwr 

IXIO 

14.75 

17.10 

to.  VALENOA  SPECIAL 

1-r.A^ia -  - ^  ■ 

1145 

1345 

1545 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

745 

9.95 

1X05 

1  TOPPING 

8.75 

11.13 

19.35 

2  TOPPINGS 

945 

12J5 

14.80 

STOPPINGS 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

.70 

140 

1.40 

TOPPINGS 

SaUmi'Ptpperonl’Saujage'Grotiiul  Beef  •  Hun  •CuMKiiwi  Bacon 
01iYa.G«rIIc'Zuccluiu'FreikSptiucl>>FiatiTo<BMo>Ontoa»I^Ko 
Dsbjr  Cluiu>Chicken*A[ichovic>*Shiiinp«I'dm  CheocBcU  Uppers 
MtuhroonfRautedRedBen  Peppcit«Jil>peAo*Pii]eip|>l«*Anidlokc 

PASTA 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY  11  AM -3  am 

535  Valencia  Street  ®  16t>> 

Phone  431-8880  Fax  431-9018 


ENTREES 


Large 
Peppereni 

$10»* 

DovUe  Ihe  Peppereni 
Double  Ihe  Cheese 


nr 


expires  Jomiary  30,  2004 J  |^ffer  expires  Jonuory  30,  2004 


II 

II 

II 

II 


Lunch 
Special 

$4»5 

One  Slice  (with  my  topping) 
Heuis  Salad  ud  dioici  of  Drink 


APPETIZERS 


SALADS 


RISOTTO 


SPAGHETTI  BOIjOGNESE 
fflEESERAVlOU 
RAVlOU  MEATSAUCE 
ANGEI^HAIR  POMOROOB 
FETTUCONl  ALFREDO 
FETTUOCINI  PESTO 
FRimiDIMARE 
CHICKEN  PETnXXaNI 
lASAGNA  B01XK:nESE 
VEGETARIAN  lASAGNA 
UNGUINI  CLAMS 
STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
TDBTELUNI  FLORENTINI 

RED  SNAPPER  • 

GRILLED  SALM<M4 
PRAWNS  SAUre 
FRIED  PRAWNS 
CHICKEN  MARSALA 
CHICKEN  PARMIGIANA 
CHICKEN  PICATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 
BUFFALO  WINGS 
FRIED  CALAMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

CRJllED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 


CHKXENRISOnO 


USOTTODIFRESCO 

tSWinmWuln^rfeeiemw  n/itB 

RBOTIDDECARNE 

SEARxx>nsmo 


*  —rf  Li'L  «■  lie 


7.7} 

•.<5 

tS} 

7M 

1.75 

8.75 
ia<5 
9jn 

8.95 

8.75 

9.95 
8J5 
9.6} 

9.65 

10.25 
IIJ5 
945 

9.75 

9.95 
10.95 

8J} 

10.95 

12.50 

11.95 

4.50 
4.*5 
4X25 

555 

5.75 
6l75 

6.25 

8.20 

7.50 
S.20 
845 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  n.iii.  to  (i  p.ni.  .Monday  thru  Saruida\ 


Now  ask  your  Congressman  why  it’s  illegal 


Nenly  490,000  Ainsriuns  will 
flie  )HI(  yejj  torn  rofiScnii  ot  iliiwssct 
reSsttd  Xi  01  lobjtta  Rut 
mirijuaiis  it  m  Wlirr.  Ir  fact,  niedicil 
evidence  IjufjcatEi  tnany  foods  vit  coni' 
Bwnly  cmuuii*  puat  a  gitaier  dai^t 
to  hu(ii20  health  Ihan  cnari|u2na.  SOQ 
It  mnalBi  illegal  —  eonsuntlng  oner  . 

.  $S  hllllai)  of  our  ux  dQlla»  (ot  law  ' 
entacentow  each  year,  hut  If  Kgnlaied, 
Riatijuana  salts  would  gentiate  ifo  to 
$  IS  Nlljoft  doilats  In  anmial  tut  rranxe. 


It  could  be  you.  ’? 

400,000  pelvic  ait  arrwtttl  eacti 
year  qn  in^juina  chajgps  —  «SX  <4 
them  for  simple  posscsson.  If  yci  eiRoy 
occaiiwial  ACfeatimij]  use,  iMs  fact 
should  trouble  you.  Becoujf  while  iheje 
bwi  If  main  on  the  hooks  ^u'lt  In 
|eopirrt)f.  Uu  risk  urUl  and  llnandil 
iSsaait'r.  In  nuiiy  sutes  you  can  still  U: 
sen!  10  prison  foi  possessing  ewn  asinoU 
quaniky  of  pot.  Jdow  consider  ilut 
because  of  the  Bcaleung-iVhrai  Dntgs," 


penalises  fee  niartluana  pi>sses.slcn  are 
being lewwyincaosed  puiilnsyouat 
giesler  rjsk  Hun  ever  belOft, 

Whether  you  snxike  marljuani 
oRtn.  occasionilly,  ornotjifU,  you 
^14  be  iu>gry  aboolKsprahibitian- 
v/hy  not  join  lilt  S'actoaji- 

OiTtfnizaiiaci  foe  the  Reform  of 
Marijuana  Laws?. 

;  N.aR.M.L.  ^ 

www.nofmi.org  .  " 
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VOTE  THIS  TUESDAY! 

Runoff  Election  Dec.  Dth 


Matt.  Gonzalez 

nghtlig  for  Saa  Francisco  V^es 


REMEMBERINC  ELIZABETH  DOMIN6UEZ 


Comitare 


Decide. 


L 


Gonzalez 

Newsom 

He  i$  a  Tenant 

Endorsed  by  Tenants^  Union 

He  is  a  Landlord 

Endorsed  by  SF  Realtors 

Has  NEVER  given  money 
to  the  Republican  Party 

In  2000,  gave  money  to 
Republican  Party  to  support 
the  vote  for  Bush/Chency! 

Co-sponsor  of  police  reform 
(Prop.  H) 

Proudly  campaigned  against 
police  reform  (Prop.  H) 

Elected  to  Board  of  Supervisors 
by  SF  voters 

Appointed  to  Board  of 
Supervisors  by  W Ulie  Brown 

Voted  for  resolution  urging 
Congress  to  oppose  war  in  Iraq 

Voted  against  resolution  urging 
Congress  to  oppose  war  in  Iraq 

Yi>a  are.  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Butlding 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


This  year's  Dia  de  los  Muertos  (Day  of  the  Dead)  exhibition  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  included  an  altar  entitled  The  Killing  FiMc  of  the. 
Mission.  The  altar,  assembled  by  the  Buena  Vista  Elementary  School  PTA, 
was  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  four-year-old  Elizabeth  Dominguez,  a  recent 
pedestrian  fatality.  Elizabeth  was  killed  last  February  on  Potrero  Avenue  in  the 
aftermath  of  a  tragic  accident  that  has  since  galvanized  the  community  into  action. 
Neighborhood  residents  demand  significant  changes  be  adopted,  in  order  to  slow 
down  traffic  and  improve  the  overall  safety  of  dangerous  intersections  on  Potrero 
Avenue  and  throughout  the  Mission  District. 


2440  MissiQD  Street  285-9900 

T 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  R  >  5 

T 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  O.O.S.  Petpr  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


-r«KQ<R)KiCi£S 


fUebbc  ipj 

,  qoise  arnr^  iCCNeUity 
Q^erqU^iJ  T  “ 


O.S. 

6bo«)'\e  USX  The 
[i)sc)€G^s  do 

L 


(^(0  indolciC 


sixe,..(V)eH»e  {enxW(r\ 
frencH 

- - ^ 


^nb  /MSkbe  bismissfnc 
GxinTTi'es  [ike  SefimnG 
^wice.  ^  ‘ts  "6i^ 

Europe" a  liTTl^ 
yvJsH.. 


W:(b  a 


& 


^  rOelDbe  (jusrinebfctD 
^is  l£a3^  is  Sitarw  QniW 
^  iDiUiWi 

The  a-siSmcea^lhe  nou> 

UN. 

diOq  a ' 

-f?ee, 


^\iOrtot\Kc\jes.cor^ 


liW,  I^T 
oor 

1  coUecTiiic,  fodtTi'ifas)  ASs 


Mission  cul^ral  center 
for  Latino  Arts 


Holiday  Bazaar  &  Posadas 

Saturday,  December  6*^  11am-5pm 
Galeria  -  2"''  Floor 

This  popular  annual  event  features  music,  food,  and  a  wonderful  selection  of 
arts  and  crafts  by  Bay  Area  artists  including  posters,  cards  and  T-shirts  from 
Mission  Grafica.  Come  by  and  find  lhat  special  gift  for  the  holidays. 

Come  Celebrate! 

End  of  Semester  Show  and  Exhibition 

Saturday,  December.  13•^  3-6pm,  $3  Admission 
MCCLA  Theater 

Come  share  and  celebrate  the  Holiday  season  with  MCCLA's  students  and 
teachers,  including  food,  music  and  art. 

SF  Ballet  "Nutcracker"  Workshop 

Sunday,  December  14*”,  11am,  Admission  Free 

Ballerina  Evelyn  Cisneros  invites  children  under  12  and  their  parents  to  enjoy  the 
annual  Nutcracker  Movement  Workshops,  a  collaboration  between  the  MCCLA  and) 
the  San  Francisco  Ballet.  Space  is  limited,  so  please  pre-register  by  phone. 


WUAjU 


THE  MCCLA  WILL  CLOSE  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS  ON  SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER  20TH  AND  RE-OPEN  ON  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  6TH. 


www.MissionCulturalCenter.org 

2868  MISSiOiU  STREET  •  SAIN!  FRAIVICISCO,  CA  •  415  821  1155 
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SPECIAL:  $1  OFF 
with  this  Coupon 


/ 


—  3166  24th  Street 
Son  Francisco,  CA 
Tel  (415)  826-8199 
Open  11am  to  11pm 


Clieesesteaks 


Featuring 

Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
$5.50  -  includes  Fries 


Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 
Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
Ham  -  1 0pm 
7  days  a  week 
3185  list  street  (©Valencia) 


ipti  niDilay  tlrougii  Saturday  Sin-zam 
with  dj’s  every  eight 


III  see  friitisd  ci  9  4  1  0  3  phone  4t0  431  3819 


WH  APPReaATE  YOUR  BUSINESS  EVERYDAY! 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3Q79  SOCTEENtN  STREET  (415)  861-5751 

flETWEDI  MISSION  «  VALENCIA 


MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  con  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 

Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-331  1 
Kragen;  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  &  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube;  300  7th  St..  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  I6th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
•  SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 

Potrero  Hill  &  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
,S&C  Ford:  211  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  &  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  &  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen;  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  &  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Taraval.  682-91^7 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave,;  731^2733 
Marks  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 

For  moro  informotion,  coll  tho  SF  Environmont  hoflino:  (415)  554*4333 

fundod  by  a  gronf  from  tb«  Cahiornio  integrated  Waste  Monogemenl  Board  Call  center  for  hours  of  operation  and  auantnies  accepted 


North  Beach  &  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  @  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  &  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up;  1175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  &  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  &  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-6043 

Bayview  &  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  &  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1 150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 

West  Portal  &  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chcvlon:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


SF  Environment 

Ovr  ItMt*.  Owr  cMy.  Owr 

Ciiy  ond  County  ot  San  Froncitco 
WWW  ilonvironmoflt  com 
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BICYCLISTS  CET  WACKY 


WITH  THEIR 

By  Adam  Raney 

Hey  there,  New  Mission  News  readers! 
Alter  a  two-month  vacation,  I  am  thrilled 
to  be  back  in  the  saddle  and  writing  to 
you  during  this  holiday  season. 

The  top  topic  on  people’s  minds  right 
now  is  what  to  give  that  ‘special 
someone’  for  the  holiday.  But  I  am  not 
going  to  do  a  cheesy  ‘what  to  buy  your 
favorite  bicyclist  for  Christmas, 
Chanukah,  Kwanzaa,  or  whatever  other 
holiday’  column.  Instead  I  hit  the  streets 
and  the  phone  lines,  asking  bicyclists 
what  they  would  ask  the  bicycle  gods  for 
this  holiday  season.  If  they  could  have 
any  technological,  political  or 
transportation  innovation  to  benefit 
themselves  or  the  bicycle  community  in 
general,  what  would  they  pray  for? 
Answers  ran  tlie  gamut  from  massive 
public  projects  to  theft  protection  and 
fashion. 

Dave  Murray,  a  local  filmmaker,  had 
perhaps  the  most  ambitious  request:  “I 
wish  there  were  a  ballot  initiative  for  us 
to  vote  to  remove  cars  from  Market  Street 
and  put  a  Venetian-style  canal 
downtown.” 

Murray,  35,  says  the  canal  could  be  an 
offshoot  of  the  bay  running  from  the 
Ferry  Building  to  Van  Ness  Avenue 
before  looping  back  to  the  Giants’ 
ballpark.  “The  light  rail  could  be 
rerouted  to  adjacent  streets,”  Murray 
continued,  “and  the  city  could  put 
botanical  gardens  along  the  banks  of  the 
canal  with  bike  and  walking  paths.”  Way 
to  think  big,  Dave!  I’ll  lay  a  sacrifice  on 
the  altar  in  honor  of  your  prayer. 

Nate  Johnson,  a  resident  of  Berkeley, 
was  thinking  more  about  his  personal 
convenience.  “I  would  ask  for  some 
technological  gizmo  that  lets  me  predict 
red  lights  on  my  route  or,  better  yet,  lets 
me  control  the  traffic  lights,”  Johnson, 
25,  said.  “I  would  fly  past  cars,  saying, 
‘See  ya,  suckers!”’ 

Another  East  Bay  denizen,  Chad 
Heeter,  considers  himself  a  ‘lazy 
bicyclist’  and  wanted  to  avoid  the  strain 
of  an  uphill  climb  as  much  as  possible.  “I 
want  a  people  mover,  like  they  have  in 


WISH  LISTS 

airports.  Sometimes  I  don’t  want  to  ride 
up  a  hill  and  would  like  to  put  my  bike  on 
a  conveyor  belt.”  Heeter,  32,  who 
conunutes  from  Albany  to  grad  school  at 
UC  Berkeley’s  journalism  school,  says  he 
puts  his  bike  on  the  bus  to  go  uphill  to 
school  but  rides  home  in  the  evenings. 

Some  pray  for  more  practical,  but 
perhaps  harder  to  attain  gifts. 

Greta  Pappas  lives  near  18*  and 
Guerrero  and  rides  her  bike  to  work  in  the 
Mission  everyday.  What  bothers  Pappas, 
31,  is  bicycle  theft  and  the  hassle  of 
locking  her  ride  up  wherever  she  goes.  If 
you’re  listening  from  up  on  high,  bicycle 
gods,  Pappas  would  like  to  have  her 
bicycle  equipped  with  a  biometric  device 
that  renders  her  bike  useless  unless  she  is 
the  one  who  places  hands  on  the  grips.  “I 
don’t  want  an  alarm;  I  want  something 
tliat  is  sensitive  to  my  touch,”  said 
Pappas.  Way  to  think  outside  of  the 
homeland  security  box,  Greta! 

Berkeleyite  Esteban  Bortiri,  who 
happens  to  be  my  brother-in-law,  agrees 
with  Pappas.  “I  want  someone  to  invent  a 
bike  that  you  can  just  leave  outside  at 
work  like  a  car  and  not  have  to  worry 
about  it  being  stolen.”  Bortiri,  35,  the 
victim  of  bicycle  and  component  theft  on 
many  occasions  in  the  past  few  years,  is 
tired  of  dealing  with  the  hassle  of 
thievery. 

My  sister,  Rachel  Raney,  chimed  in 
with  a  request  for  fashionable  bicycle 
footwear.  Raney,  35,  says,  “I’ve  been 
stuck  in  my  shoe  choices  all  these  years 
because  I’m  a  bicyclist.  I  want  to  be  able 
to  wear  fashionable  boots,  or  high  heels, 
and  get  off  my  bike  and  go  to  a  cocktail 
party.” 

I  personally  would  ask  the  gods  for  a 
dedicated  bike  car  on  every  BART  train. 
It  may  sound  like  a  boring  wish,  but  I’m 
tired  of  feeling  like  a  second-class  citizen 
as  I  make  my  commute  imder  the  bay. 

Those  are  our  prayers  to  the  bicycle 
gods.  May  they  treat  us  well,  and  keep  us 
from  getting  doored  while  we’re  tanked 
on  egg  nog!  Happy  Holidays! 


ONGOING  EVENTS 


Now  thru  Jan.  3,  2004,  Theatre  RJiinoceros 
presents  CHRISTMAS  WITH  THE 
CRAWFORDS  -  a  Musical  Comedy 
Starring  HEDDA  LETTUCE  as  Joan 
Crawford,  Wed.  -  Sat.  at  8:00  pm.  Sun. 
Eves  at  7:00  pm.  Sun.  Matinees  -  4:00  pm 
(Dec.  7,  14,  21  &  28,  2003),  no 
performances  on  Xmas  Day  (12/25)  and 
New  Year’s  Eve  (12/31),  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  Street 
(Mission  &  So.  Van  Ness),  861-  5079 


returns  as  a  regular  feature  in  the  current  issue.  We  offer  this  free  service  to  help 
bring  wider  publicity  to  the  many  art,  music,  dance,  and  other  cultural  events 
which  make  our  community  special,  including  those  many  deserving  ones  with 
little  or  no  budget  for  advertising.  We  will  post  as  many  e-mailed  items  as  possible 
PROVIDED  THEY  ARE  SUBMITTED  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  FORMAT: 

Send  items  for  Mission  Calendar  by  e-mail  only,  and  please  format  as  follows: 
Write  “calendar”  on  the  subjeet  line.  Then,  in  the  body  of  the  message,  (no 
attachments,  please!)  list  the  following  information,  separated  by  commas: 

1.  Event  day  and  date 

2.  One,  two  or  three  CAPITALIZED  words  broadly  and  accurately  describing 
the  eategory  of  your  event. 


9  TUESDAY 

le*"  &  MISSION  COMMUNITY 
PUBLIC  SAFETY  MEETING  at  Walden 
House,  1885  Mission  St.,  10  AM.  864- 
5205 

Free  Admission  today  to  the  Legion  of 
Honor  Art  Museum  from  9:30  AM  to  5 
PM.  750-3614 

10  WEDNESDAY 


December  5,  6,  11,  12,  13: 

WHEN  DAY  BECAME  NIGHT,  solo 
dance-theater  created  and  performed  by 
Leigh  Evans  at  Noh  Space,  2840  Mariposa 
St  @  Alabama,  8  PM,  $15.  695-8889 

Through  December  19:  The  City 
Rises:Etchings  of  a  Revitalized  San 
Francisco,  Seymour  Pioneer  Museum,  300 
Fourth  Street  at  Folsom,  Museum  Hours: 
Weds  -  Friday,  and  the  1st  Saturdays  of  tlie 
Month  10am-  4pm,  General  Admission 
$3;  Students  &  Seniors  $1,  415-957-1859 


Through  December  20  (Thurs.-Sat.  at  8 
PM;  Sunday  at  5  PM),  DIRTY  STORY  by 
John  Patrick  Shanley  at  Actors  Theater  of 
San  Francisco,  533  Sutter  Street.  296-9179 

Through  December  28,  The  Museum  of 
Craft  &  Folk  Art’s  Annual  Holiday 
Exhibition  and  Fundraiser  CRAFT 
SHOWCASE  4  will  be  open  to  the  public 
at  Fort  Mason  Center,  Building  A, 
Tuesday-Friday  11  AM  to  6  PM,  Sat.  10 
AM  to  6  PM,  Sun.  &  Mon.  11  AM  to  5  PM 
775-0991 


3.  The  name($)  of  the  performing  group(s),  artist(s)j  or  the  title  of  the  event  or 
presentation,  followed  by 

4.  The  location  of  the  event  (venue  name  and  street  address,  if  applicable), 

5.  Showtime, 

6.  Essential  other  info, 

7.  The  cost  of  admission,  and 

8.  Contact  phone  number  or  email  address  for  further  information;  and,  if 
desired, 

9.  (Optional)  A  sentence  or  two  containing  more  details  about  your  event;  this 
last  information  may  or  may  not  appear  with  your  printed  listing,  at  our  option 
and  as  dictated  by  factors  including  the  amount  of  available  space. 

10.  Then  e-mail  it  to:  vmiller4f5),mindsDring.com 

Submit  one  such  entiy  for  each  day  on  which  you  want  tlie  notice  to  appear.  We  will 
try,  but  caimot  promise,  to  post  everything  received.  Preparing  your  item  according  to 
this  format  will  help  us  a  great  deal,  as  it  will  eliminate  tlie  tedious  and  mind-roasting 
chore  of  wading  tlirough  and  cutting  out  the  mass  of  self-serving  crap  and  inessential 
details  which  comprise  the  bulk  of  most  publicity  releases,  leaving  only  the  most 
essential  information  about  your  event.  *  Items  for  inclusion  in  the  January  issue  of 
the  New  Mission  News  must  be  received  no  later  than  December  30.  (We  endeavor, 
and  often  succeed,  in  publishing  the  NMN  on  the  first  Friday  of  each  month  .  Our  next 
issue  is  scheduled  for  publication  on  Friday,  Jan  2.)  If  your  event  occurs  very  early  in 
future  months,  please  send  your  notice  in  time  for  inclusion  in  the  previous  month’s 
CALENDAR. 


PLEASE  NOTE  THE  FOLLOWING  EXAMPLE: 

From:  you@yourserver.com 
To:  vmilIer4@mind$pring.com 
Subject:  CALENDAR 


The  16'*’  STREET/NORTH  MISSION 
NEIGHBORHOOD  ASSOCIATION 
invites  neighbors  to  their  meeting  at  418 
Valencia  Streef  8:30  AM  to  10  AM.  552- 
4866 

11  THURSDAY 

LOLA  GALLERY’S  ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS  PARTY,  2517  Mission 
Street  @  21’*  on  the  Second  Floor,  8  PM 
‘til  late.  R.S.V.P.  401-6800 

INSURRECTION:  CITIZEN 
CHALLENGES  TO  CORPORATE 
POWER,  at  Modem  Times  Bookstore, 
888  Valencia,  7:30  PM,  free.  Co-sponsored 
by  Global  Exchange.  282-9246 

12  FRIDAY 

/ 

Art  Opening  Reception:  OTHER 
SELVES;  Photography  and  Video 
Installations  by  Amie  Potsic,  Kimberlee 
Koym  and  Jennifer  Rosenberg  at 
MISSION  17,  2111  Mission  Street  @  17***, 
Fourth  Floor,  6-8  PM,  free.  647-8305 

13  SATURDAY 


Dec.  24,  25,  26  &  27,  The  11th  Annual 
EVENING  OF  KUNG  PAO  KOSHER 
COMEDY*’’’*  -Celebrate  Cluistmas  in  a 
Chinese  Restaurant  with  Jewish  Comedy! 
Comics  JUDY  GOLD,  ED  CRASNICK, 
BRUCE  SMIRNOFF  &  LISA 
GEDULDIG,  New  Asia  Restaurant,  772 
Pacific  Ave  in  Chinatown,  2  shows  per 
night.  Dinner  &  cocktail  shows,  12/24,26 
&  27  -  12/25  -  5:00  pm  Dinner  Show  & 
8:30  pm  Cocktail  Show,  Tix  $35  -  $50. Buy 
on-  line:  www.koshercomedy.com  -  or  call 
415/522-3737. 


Monday,  February  5,  LIVE  ROCK,  The  Beatles,  The  Rolling  Stones  and  the  Snot 
Puppies  at  Bozo’s  Bar,  666  South  Van  Ness,  8  pm.  Over  21  only,  FREE.  415-555- 

1212  orwww.eventsite.com 

Two  legendary  bands  from  the  sixties  and  eighties  will  reunite  and  open  for  the 
Stones  on  this  evening  only. 


LONG  TERM  HEALTH  CARE 
Speaker:  Charlene  Harrington,  Ph.D,  R.N., 
F.A.A.N.  531  GROVE  ST.  3  pm.  For  more 
information  call  415-695-7891 

14  SUNDAY 


If  you  can  put  your  notice  into  the  above  format,  chances  are  we  can  get  it  into  the  next 
MISSION  CALENDAR.  Thank  you  for  your  support, 

Peter  Claudius,  editor. 

New  Mission  News 


*  Alternatively,  you  can  write  your  own  item  of  up  to  fifty  words  and  say  anything  you 
want  (as  long  as  it’s  true),  and  we  will  include  it  for  $15  for  one  insertion  and  $10  for 
each  additional  insertion. Send  checks  to  New  Mission  News,3288  2r‘  Street  #202, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110. 


SF  Ballet  "Nuteracker"  Workshop: 
Ballerina  Evelyn  Cisneros  invites  parents 
and  their  children  (12  years  and  under)  to 
enjoy  the  annual  Nutcracker  Movement 
Workshops,  Mission  Cultural  Center, 
2868  Mission  Street,  11am  and  12  pm, 
both  events  free,  although  space  is  limited. 
Please  pre-register  by  calling  821-1155.  • 


Through  January  25,  2004,  VISUAL 
INVENTIONS:  PHOTOMONTAGE  BY 
CLIFTON  ALBERGOTTI  AND 
ADELE  ROWLAND  will  be  on  exliibit  in 
the  Thatcher  Gallery  in  the  Gleeson 
Library  at  USF,  2130  Fulton  Street  during 
library  hours.  Admission  is  free.  422-5178 

CABARET  THEATRE,  Les  FAUXlies 
Fantastique.  World-debut  of  gender¬ 
bending  Parisian-style  musical  revue 
during  a  limited  run,  Dec.  31-January  25, 
at  the  Actor's  Theatre.  533  Sutter,8  p.m., 
tickets  $35  at  Tix  Bay  Area  Half-Priced 
Ticket  Booth,  333  Post,  (415)  724-1092 


Thursday  nights,  tire  San  Francisco 
Sound  WAVE  (Women's  a  capella  group — 
no  insfrumental  accompaniment)  practices 
at  Simon  Auditorium,  Lagima  Honda 
Hospital,  375  Laguna  Honda  Boulevard 
(intersection  of  Dewey  Boulevard, 
Woodside  Avenue  and  LH  Boulevard)  in 
SF.  The  WAVE  is  a  group  of  30  women  of 
all  ages  and  backgrounds  with  one  thing  in 
common  -  we  love  to  sing!  Visit  us  7:-10 
PM  at  Simon  Auditorium  or,  if  you  have 
questions,  call  Jeaime  at  665.7960  or 
Linda  at  856.1410. 


DAILY  CALENDAR 

5  FRIDAY 

DANCE  NAGANUMA  presents 
STICKS  &  FEATHERS  at  SomARTS 
Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan  St.,  2  PM. 
$15-$12.  864-4126 

6  SATURDAY 

DANCE-ALONG  NUTCRACKER  at 
Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701 
Mission,  2:3p  &  7  PM,  $14-$40.  255-1355 

FREE  PEOPLES,  fusing  bluegrass,  folk, 
Pefia  Pachamama,1630  Powell  Street  8-11 
pm,  $8.  646.0018 

t 

DANCE  NAGANUMA  presents 
STICKS  &  FEATHERS  at  SomARTS 
Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan  St.,  8  PM. 
$15-$12.  864-4126 


Annual  Holiday  Bazaar  &  Posada: 
music,  food  and  a  selection  of  fine  art, 
jewelry,  pottery,  and  otlier  arts  and  crafts 
items  In  the  2nd  Floor  Galeria,.  Mission 
Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts,  2868 
Mission  Street  between  24th  and  25th 
Streets.  11am  to  5pm,  Free  Admission. 
821-1155 

7  SUNDAY 

DANCE  NAGANUMA  presents 
STICKS  &  FEATHERS  at  SomARTS 
Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan  St.,  2  PM. 
$15-$12.  864-4126 

8  MONDAY 

ME  FIRST  and  THE  GIMME 
GIMMES/  JELLO  BIAFRA  plus  special 
guests  at  Slim’s,  333  11***  Street,  8  PM, 
$15.  478-2277 


Holiday  Benefit  Concert  featuring 
players  including  Joey  Meintrye,  Sally 
Struthers,  Debbby  Boone  &  Connie 
Champagne  and  more,  at  THE  HERBST 
THEATRE,  401  Van  Ness  Avenue,  7:30 
pm,Tix  $35  and  up.  For  Tickets  call  -  415/ 
273  -  1620 

HOLIDAY  CRAFT  SKILL  SHARE: 
Bring  sewing  and  knitting  projects  to 
finish  in  time  for  the  gift  days  ahead,  to 

Modem  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia, 
7:30  PM,  free.  282-9246 

16  TUESDAY 

INTERSECTION  LITERARY  SERIES: 
GARY  SNYDER  and  AMY  WU  WONG 
Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia 
(bwtn  15/16),  8  pm,$5-$15  (your  choice) 
sliding  scale  (415)  626-2787 

Free  Admission  today  to  the  Legion  of 
Honor  Art  Museum  from  9:30  AM  to  5 
PM.  750-3614 
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17  WEDNESDAY 


20  SATURDAY 


PARIS  perfonns  fierce  political  music  at 
Slim’s,  333  11'' 

2277 


Street,  9  PM,  $17.  478- 


MISSION  TOY  GIVEAWAY,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  SJETC  &  Mission  Station,  is 
today.  Call  Ethel  for  information  at  864-  29  MONDAY 
5205. 


School,  1101  Eucalyptus  Drive,  SF,  7:30 
PM.  $5  $10  $20.  554-9523 


18  THURSDAY 

THE  PERPETUAL  MOTION  ROAD 
SHOW  features  Joe  Meno,  Tyler  Clark 
Burke  and  Todd  Taylor  at  Modem  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia,  7:30  PM,  free. 
282-9246 

Acclaimed  Documentary  SURPLUS: 
TERRORIZED  INTO  BEING 
CONSUMERS  by  Swedish  filmmaker 
Erik  Gandini  at  Artists'  Television  Access, 
992  Valencia  Street  (at  21"  Street)  at  8pm. 
Admission  is  $5.  789-8484 


FREE  XMAS  GIFTS  and  TURKEY 
DINNER  at  the  NEIGHBORHOOD 
CHILDREN’S  CHRISTMAS  PARTY, 

Mission  Recreation  Center,  745  Treat,  12 
noon  ‘til  2  PM.  To  reserve  a  gift  for  your 
child,  you  must  sign  up  at  the  Rec  30  TUESDAY 
Center  at  least  one  day  before  the  party. 


Free  Admission  today  to  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  &  Morrison 
Planetarium  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  before 
they  close  for  four  years.  9  AM-9  PM.  750- 
7145 


CABARET  THEATRE,  Les  FAUXlies 
Fantastique,  Actor's  Theatre,  533  Sutter, 
8:30  p.m..  Champagne  Toast  with  tlie  cast 
after,  $50,  (415)  724-1092 

Free  Admission  today  to  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  &  Morrison 
Planetarium  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  before 
they  close  for  four  years.  9  AM-9  PM.  750- 
7145 


19  FRIDAY 

JACKIE  GREENE  appears  at  Slim’s, 
333  11'*'  Street,  9  PM,  $17.  478-2277 


Acclaimed  Documentary  SURPLUS: 
TERRORIZED  INTO  BEING 
CONSUMERS  by  Swedish  filmmaker 
Erik  Gandini  at  Artists'  Television  Access, 
992  Valencia  Street  (at  21"  Street)  at  8pm. 
Admission  is  $5.  789-8484 

20  SATURDAY' 

MISSION  TOY  GIVEAWAY,  co- 


22  MONDAY 

Free  Admission  today  to  the  Legion  of 
Honor  Art  Museum  from  9:30  AM  to  5 
PM.  750-3614 

23  TUESDAY 

Free  Admission  today  to  the  Legion  of 
Honor  Art  Museum  from  9:30  AM  to  5 
PM.  750-3614 

24  WEDNESDAY 
CHRISTMAS  EVE 

25  THURSDAY 
CHRISTMAS  DAY 

27  SATURDAY 

Young  People’s  Teen  Musical  Theater 
Company  presents  SHOWSTOPPERS  20 
Anniversary  Benefit  Gala  at  Lowell  High 


Free  Admission  today  to  tire  Legion  of 
Honor  Art  Museum  from  9:30  AM  to  5 
PM.  750-3614 

MEET  THE  HEAT  AT  THE  COP 
SHOP:  Mission  Station  hosts  their 
monthly  reception  for  the  public  they 
protect  and  serve.  Mission  Police  Station, 
Valencia  and  17'*’  Street,  6  PM,  free. 

Free  Admission  today  to  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  &  Morrison 
Planetarium  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  before 
they  close  for  four  years.  9  AM-9  PM.  750- 
7145 

31  WEDNESDAY 
NEW  YEAR’S  EVE 

THE  SUPERSUCKERS,  THE 
HANGMEN  and  VISQUEEN  at  Slim’s, 
333  11'*’  Street,  9  PM,  $30.  478-2277 


Bulk  Herbs  &  Spices  •  Organic  Produce  ■  Natural  Bath  &  body  Care  < 


RAINBOW 


A  Worker-Owned  Cooperative 

1745  Folsom  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

415.863.0620 

WINTER  HOLIDAY  HOURS 
Wednesday  December  24th  9am-6pm 
Thursday  December  25th  CLOSED 
Wednesday  December  31st  9am-6pm 
Thursday  January  1st  2004  CLOSED 


Regular  store 
hours 
9am-9pm 
every  day 


Bulk  Foods 
Organic  Produce 
Vitamins  &  Supplements 
Natural  Bath  8t  Body  Care 

www.rainbow.coop 

GROCERY 


^  Organic  Cheese  •  Fair  Trade  Coffees  •  Healthy  Packaged  Foods  ° 


JANUARY 

1  THURSDAY 
NEW  YEAR’’S  DAY 

2  FRIDAY 

Live  Jazz:  The  CHUCK  PETERSON 
QUINTET  at  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  & 
Records,  2788  Diamond,  1  block  from 
Glen  Park  BART,  5:30  PM,  free.  586-3733 

3  SATURDAY 

DIGGING  INTO  ARCHAEOLOGY:  A 
hands-on  family  fair  presented  by  the 
Archaeological  Institute  of  America  at 
Hilton  Hotel  Plaza  Room,  333  O’Farrell 
Street,  11  AM  to  3  PM.  (617)  353-8703 

6  TUESDAY 

JAZZ  GOSPEL  POETRY:  Poet  GAIL 
MITCHELL  reads  at  The  Shooting 
Gallery,  839  Larkin  Street,  7  PM,  $3,  931- 
8035. 

REDEVELOPMENT  OF 
VALENCIA  CARDENS 
WILL  BE  COMPLETE 
AT  END  OF  2005 

After  56  years  of  service,  the  Mission’s 
notorious  Valencia  Gardens  housing 
project  was  bulldozed  to  the  ground  last 
month  as  the  San  Francisco  Housing 
Authority  prepared  to  replace  246 
dilapidated  and  blighted  public  housing 
units  with  247  new  mixed  income  flats  and 
townhouse  units  with  multi-purpose 
facilities.  An  additional  60  senior  units 
will  be  built  at  the  Rosa  Parks  public 
housing  site.  New  cliildcare  and  recreation 
facilities  will  be  built  at  the  Valencia 
location,  as  well  as  a  community  center  to 
house  the  project’s  Computer  Learning 
Center  and  for  other  activities  When 
construction  is  complete,  Valencia 
Gardens  will  have  72%  public  housing  and 
28%  LIHTC  (Low  Income  Housing  Tax 
Credit ) . 

e 

The  original  Valencia  Gardens  was 
designed  by  a  renowned  Bay  Area 
architect,  and  was  considered  at  the  time  to 
be  one  of  best-designed  public  housing 
developments  in  the  country.  Efforts  were 
made  to  produce  a  habitat  with  features 
which  “stressed  the  dignity  of  the 
individual.”  Ironically,  many  of  these 
“state  of  the  art”  features,  like  recessed 
common  stairs  and  large,  open  courtyards, 
created  virtually  unmanageable  and 
indefensible  security  problems  for  the 
residents. 

By  1997,  Valencia  Gardens  was  nearing 
the  end  of  its  useful  life.  Many  interior 
walls  and  ceilings  were  damaged  or 
mildewed;  tlie  original  wood  window 
frames  had  deteriorated;  most  plumbing 
and  fixtures  in  the  bathrooms  and  kitchens 
needed  replacement;  sewers  and  electrical 
systems  were  disintegrating;  and 
frequently  malfunctioning  boilers  made  the 
central  heating  system  inefficient  and 
dangerous.  The  cost  for  necessary  repairs 
was  estimated  at  more  tlian  19  million 
dollars,  and  eventually  it  was  deemed  more 
cost  effective  to  rebuild  tlie  entire  project 
from  tlie  ground  up.  This  will  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  2005. 
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Mod6rn  Tini6s  Bookstore  sssva^ia-strcrtCataoth) 

A  Progressive  Resource  for  the  Bay  Area  w’n 'sarin  o 
A  Neighborhood  Bookstore  for  the  Mission  <> 


DECEMBER  2 


Friday,  December  12 
7:30  PM 

Saturday,  December  13 
7:30  PM 

Sunday,  December  14 
2:00  PM 

Monday,  December  15 
7:30  PM 

Thursday,  December  18 
7:30  PM 


Monkey  Press  Poetry  Evening 
Elizebeth  Chavez  and  Maiana  Minahal 

Indie  Press  Party  for  Drawn  &  Quarterly 
All  D&Q  titles  25%  off  during  December 

Robert  GILick  (Clear  Cut  Press) 
Denny  Smith 

Holiday  Craft  Skill  Share 


The  Perpetual  Motion  Road  Show 


WWW. modern  timesbookstore. com 


NEARBY  MERCHANTS 
WELCOME  NEWCOMER 
TO  BOOKSTORE  ROW 


HOLIDAY 


With  crisp  nights  and  glittering  lights, 
tlie  holiday  season  is  finally  upon  us. 
Whether  figuring  out  what  to  buy  Uncle 
Seymour  or  finding  time  to  shop  after 
yoga  class,  gift  giving  can  be  a  stressful 
part  of  our  holiday  experience.  Plus, 
since  every  commodity  uses  natural 
resources,  all  that  stuff  we  buy  can  have 
an  ecological  price  tag  that  goes  far 
beyond  the  cash  register. 

Choose  a  different  approach  this  year 
and  discover  how  meaningful  your 
holidays  can  be.  Too  often  we  are  so  busy 
buying  presents  for  people  who,  in  turn, 
are  busy  buying  gifts  for  us,  that  we’re  all 
too  busy  to  actually  enjoy  the  spirit  of  the 
season!  Simply  put,  by  buying  less  stuff, 
and  creating  more  experience,  we  can 
enjoy  an  abundance  of  the  good  tilings  in 
,  life.  Here  are  some  suggestions 
guaranteed  to  bring  more  joy  and 
meaning  to  your  holidays: 

Make  it.  Don’t  Buy  it 

Making  gifts  is  a  wonderful  ritual  that 
can  be  done  with  family  or  friends. 
Wliether  you  are  whipping  up  candied 
nuts,  dipping  beeswax  candles,  writing 
personalized  poems,  or  creating  cards 
from  old  magazines,  homemade  gifts  are 
-  wholesome,  simple  and  more  meaningful 
than  a  gift  purchased  in  haste. 

f 

Give  an  Experience 

From  spa  treatments  to  sporting  events, 
giving  an  experience  conserves  natural 
resources  and  offers  an  opportunity  for 
luxury  and  fun.  Think  about  offering  gift 
certificates  for  a  massage,  horseback 
riding,  dance  classes,  free  babysitting,  a 
set  of  movie  passes,  or  tickets  to  the 
ballet,  theater  or  baseball  game. 


CIFT  TIPS 

Buy  Earth  Friendly  Products 

Many  local  stores  offer  eco-fnendly 
gifts.  Buy  handmade  body  products  made 
with  all  natural  ingredients,  look  for 
clothing  made  from  organic  cotton  or 
hemp,  and  offer  your  fnends  organic 
wines  or  fair  trade  organic  chocolates  that 
take  into  account  the  environment  and 
working  conditions  of  cocoa  production 
overseas.  You  can  also  buy  a  gift 
certificate  to  a  local  nmseiy  specializing 
in  Bay  Area  native  plants. 

Use  Less  Packaging 

Gift  wrapping  can  be  as  much  an  event 
as  the  gift  itself!  Rather  than  spending 
money  and  resources  on  layers  of  boxes, 
wrapping  and  ribbons,  wrap  gifts  with 
simplicity  and  style  using  old  maps, 
comic  pages,  or  vintage  scarves  and 
fabrics  readily  found  in  local  thrift  stores. 

Make  a  Donation  for  the  Earth 

There  are  many  worthwhile 
enviromnental  groups  that  need  financial 
support.  Whether  they  are  fighting  to 
save  the  planet’s  last  old  growth  forests, 
or  working  with  indigenous  groups  to 
help  tliem  protect  tlieir  ancestral  lands, 
making  a  donation  in  honor  of  someone  is 
a  meaningful  way  to  honor  them,  while 
honoring  the  eartlr. 

Compost  your  Holiday  Tree 

It’s  best  to  have  a  living  tree,  but  if  you 
don’t,  set  your  tree  on  tire  curb  before  6 
a.m.  with  no  decorations,  bags,  tinsel, 
flocking  or  non-wooden  stands.  Trees 
will  be  collected  during  regular  recycling 
days  from  January  5-9  and  will  be  turned 
into  compost  and  mulch  or  used  to 
produce  energy.  Be  sure  to  compost  your 
leftover  fruitcake  and  holiday  wreaths 
into  the  green  cart  too! 


by  Ryder  Miller 

Amidst  numerous  warm  welcomes 
(and  a  few  off-the-record  grumbles),  a 
new  independent  bookstore  named 
Valencia  Books  has  opened  at  569 
Valencia,  between  16th  and  17th  Streets, 
in  the  Valencia  Street  Bookstore 
Corridor.  Most  neighborhood  bookstore 
owners  and  personnel  feel  Valencia 
-Books  is  a  positive  addition  to  the  area, 
and  are  happy  to  have  a  local  bookstore 
to  which  they  can  refer  customers  seeking 
new  general  interest  books. 

"I  think  it’s  great.  The  more  tlie 
merrier!"  says  Paul  Candler,  a  book  clerk 
at  Dog  Eared  Books.  "I  like  Valencia 
Street  being  known  as  Bookstore  Row." 

"I  am  very  pleased  and  excited  about 
it,"  agreed  Alan  Beatts,  tire  owner  of 
Borderlands,  who  helped  build  book 
shelves  for  the  new  store. 

One  book  vendor,  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
area  already  has  too  many  bookstores,  and 
concern  that  the  new  store  might  have  a 
negative  effect  their  sales,  especially 
during  the  current  economic  depression. 
But  this  was  a  minority  point  of  view: 
most  acknowledged  that  tliey  all  face  a  far 
greater  threat  than  that  presented  by 
another  independent  bookstore.  "I  would 
fret  if  it  was  a  chain  [bookstore]  because 
they  change  the  whole  business 
structure,"  said  Gregory  Wood,  the  owner 
of  Forest  Books. 

"If  you  have  more  bookstores  and  they 
are  not  antler-to-antler  or  head-to-head, 
tliey  tend  to  help  each  other,”  agreed 
Scott  Harrison,  owner  of  Abandoned 
Planet.  "1  tliink  they  should  be 
commended.  The  independent  bookstores 
are  being  decimated  by  high  rents,  by 
corporate  chain  stores  and  the  Internet. 
The  real  competition  is  not  bookstore 
against  bookstore.  It  is  all  tlie  junk  in  the 
electronic  media.  We  are  drowning  in 
junk.  It  is  how  we  got  our  President. 
Bookstores  are  a  very  important  thing. 
When  you  read  a  book  you  need  to  engage 
your  mind.  You  need  to  think  critically, 
intelligently.  When  you  are  watching 
television  you  are  bombarded  with  flashy, 
colorful,  sexy,  violent  consumer  images 
and  you  are  under  a  cloud.  You  are  not 
thinking.  It  is  like  a  plug-in  drug,"  he 
added.  •» 

Amanda  Cotton,  the  owner  and  sole 
employee  of  Valencia  Books,  points  out 
that  most  of  the  local  bookstores  have 
their  niches,  or  areas  of  specialization. 
For  example: 

Modern  Times,  at  20th  and  Valencia, 
sells  new  political  books; 

Forest  Books,  at  I6th  and  Valencia: 
spiritual,  Asian,  translated  and  used 
books; 

Abandoned  Planet,  across  the  street  from 
Valencia  Books,  sells  second  hand  books 
for  less; 

Borderlands,  between  19fh  and  20th  on 
Valencia  fantasy,  sells  new  and  used 
horror,  fantasy  and  science  fiction; 

Dog  Eared  Books,  at  20tlt  and  Valencia, 
has  second-hand  and  relatively  new, 
damaged  books; 


Adobe  Books,  on  16th  between  Valencia 
and  Guerrero,  sells  rare  and  affordable 
books  on  a  variety  of  subjects; 
and,  additionally,  the  neighborhood 
contains  stores  which  sell  books  in 
Spanish,  as  well  as  bookstores  without 
storefronts  and  bookstores  which  cannot 
be  found  in  the  Yellow  Pages. 

Cotton  moved  her  bookstore,  originally 
named  Solar  Light  Books,  to  the  Mission 
from  its  former  location  at  Union  and 
Buchanan  Streets,  a  site  it  occupied  for  30 
years.  "I  looked  at  a  lot  of  different 
places.  None  of  them  had  the  right 
combination  of  a  rent  I  could  afford  and 
the  right  kind  of  neighborhood.  The 
Mission  neighborhood  reception  was 
great.”  says  Cotton,  an  English  major 
who  studied  at  Reed  College  in  Oregon. 
"I  want  to  sell  books  to  the  people  who 
live  in  San  Francisco.  I  like  what  I  do  and 
I  feel  like  I  am  making  a  difference  by 
putting  books  in  people's  hands.  It  is  fun. 
Of  course,  you  have  to  be  totally  insane  to 
do  this,"  she  added.  "Any  bookstore  that 
is  still  in  business  must  be  run  by  , 
someone  who  is  really  dedicated." 

"I  think  [Valencia  Books]  is  a  good 
complement  to  the  other  bookstores  that 
exist,"  said  Kate  Kanally,  owner  of 
Phoenix  and  Dog  Eared  Books.  She  said 
one  of  the  benefits  of  Valencia  Books’ 
location  being  closer  to  file  16th  Street 
BART  station  than  the  24th  Street  station 
was  that  it  did  not  compete  with  Cover  to 
Cover  Books,  an  independent  book  store 
on  24th  Street  which  waged  a  recent  — 
and  successful— campaign  to  stay  afloat. 
"I've  seen  a  lot  of  stores  come  and  a  lot  of 
stores  go  and  I  wish  them  all  good  luck," 
said  Kanally. 

Michael  Rosenthal,  a  member  of  the 
Modem  Times  Bookstore  collective  for  34 
years,  has  watched  our  alternative 
community  develop  in  a  neighborhood 
which  was  once  almost  entirely  industrial 
and  residential.  Rosenthal  recalled  the 
pioneering  feminist  bookstore.  Old  Wives 
Tales,  which  closed  ten  years  ago;  and 
Manzanita  Books,  another  neighborhood 
staple  for  many  years.  "We  are  really 
delighted  that  the  Mission  has  been  such 
a  nurturing  place  for  book  selling.  We’re 
always  happy  to  see  people  adding  to  the 
diversity  of  the  resources  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  we  wish  Valencia 
Books  the  best  of  luck,"  said  Rosentlral. 
"Wliat  is  really  important  is  the  survival 
of  independent  book  selling." 

Even  bookstore  owners  from  elsewhere 
in  the  Bay  Area  have  high  praise  for  the 
Valencia  Bookstore  Row.  "It's  got  a  very 
vital  bookstore  feel  to  it,  like  Berkeley  in 
its  heyday  between  the  late  60s  and  early 
70s,"  says  Tom  Wltitmore,  part  owner  of 
The  Other  Change  of  Hobbit  in  Berkeley. 
“It  is  the  most  tolerant  and  diverse 
neighborhood  in  the  most  tolerant  and 
diverse  city  in  the  nation,"  says  Forest 
Books’  Gregory  Wood.  "Also,  San 
Francisco  has  more  bookstores  per  capita 
than  any  city  in  tlie  country." 

Andrew  McKinley,  the  owner  of  Adobe 
Books  who  encourages  artists  and  adores 
poets,  concurs:  "This  is  our  Paris." 


Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books 


&  Records 


Open  Tuesday  to  Sunday 
11  am  to  6  pm 
Closed  Mondays 
New  &  Used  Books  &  Vinyl 


DECEMBER  lOOi  AND  JANUARY  2004  EVENTS 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  12,  19,  26 
FRIDAY,  JANUARY  2,  9,  16 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  15 
MONDAY,  JANUARY  5 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  15 


The  Chuck  Peterson  Quintet 

_ LIVE  JAZZ  Every  Friday  at  5:30  PM 

P.petry  Reading  at  7:30  PM 
followed  by  open  mike  session 

Poets  LYNN  DANIELLE  SUGAYANand 
ELIOT  KENAN  read  their  own  work 
7:30  PM  followed  by  open  mike  session 


2788  Diamond  - 1  block  from  Glen  Park  BART  ■  586-3733 


10 


New  Mission  news 


December  2003 


DEFEND  ABORTION  RICHTS 
...WHILE  YOU  STILL  CAN 


by  Nancy  Dahlberg 

As  a  feminist  and  mother  of  four 
children,  I  am  outraged  and  disappointed 
by  tlie  way  tlie  U  S.  government  is 
interfering  with  the  right  to  abortion. 
Abortion  is  a  necessary  option  for  women 
and  a  crucially  important  medical  and 
personal  decision.  It  is  a  prerogative  that 
allows  women  to  take  charge  of  their  own 
bodies  and  control  an  important  part  of 
their  destinies.  But  Congress  and  Bush 
are  hell-bent  on  removing  this  right  with 
the  "Partial  Birth"  Abortion  Ban  Act  of 
2003. 

Public  officials  are  representing  tlie 
interests  of  a  right-wing  movement  eager 
to  eliminate  women's  freedom.  Their 
message  that  women's  lives  are  not  their 
own  is  conveyed  through  various 
metliods;  attacks  on  reproductive  rights, 
government  rewards  for  marriage,  and 
lire  Supreme  Court’s  refusal  to  hear  the 
appeal  of  a  woman  convicted  of  homicide 
for  drug  use  tliat  led  to  a  stillbirth.  Add 
the  increased  social  pressure  on  women  to 
stay  home,  make  babies,  care  for  parents, 
and  fill  in  for  de-funded  public  services, 
and  it  is  clear  tliat  the  government  is 
acting  on  a  mandate  to  subjugate  women 
by  any  means  necessary. 

Capitalism  needs  women  to  fill  the  role 
of  an  underpaid,  expendable  part  of  tlie 
workforce  and  provider  of  free  labor  at 
home.  Without  tliis,  the  system  would  go 
broke.  In  addition,*  appeals  to  sacred 
motherhood  always  arise  in  times  of  war 
and  the  government's  anti-woman 
domestic  policy  is  just  as  much  a  part  of 
the  imperial  war  plan  as  the  Patriot  Act. 

"Partial  birtli  abortion"  is  linguistic 
trickery  and  right-wing  rhetoric  with 
dangerous  ramifications.  What  is  being 
targeted  is  late-tenn  abortion-a  choice  a 
woman  is  generally  forced  to  make 
because  of  severe  and  unforeseen 
consequences  of  pregnancy.  In  addition, 
the  law  is  purposely  worded  so  vaguely 
tliat  it  could  be  used  to  criminalize  some 
of  the  safest  and  most  common  abortion 
procedures.  Like  a  Nebraska  law  that  was 
struck  down  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court, 
it  lacks  an  exception  for  when  a  woman's 
health  is  at  risk  and  it  imposes  an  undue 
burden  on  a  woman  exercising  her  right 
to  choose  abortion.  The  ban  is  opposed  by 
many  health  care  professionals,  including 
the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
American  College  of  Obstetricians  and 
Gynecologists,  the  American  Medical 
Women's  Association,  and  the  American 
Nurses  Association. 

If  tliis  bill  is  signed  into  law,  it  will 
mean  women  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
freely  receive  medical  advice  from  tlieir 
doctors  without  fear  of  criminal  penalties. 
Doctors  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
recommend  what  is  best  for  the  health  of 
their  patients  because  politicians  have 
decided  they  know  better  than  the 
women,  their  families  or  their  physicians. 
This  is  an  alarming  insertion  of 
government  control  of  women's  private 
lives. 

For  too  long,  women's  health  has  been 
exploited  for  political  advancement  and 
the  greed  of  the  profit-driven  healtli 
industry.  Early  versions  of  tlie  birth- 


control  pill  and  lUD  were  dreadfully 
unsafe,  but  were  only  withdrawn  due  to 
huge  pressure  from  feminists.  Similarly, 
the  assumption  that  women  needed 
permanent  doses  of  estrogen  was  great  for 
the  pharmaceutical  companies  but  bad  for 
women's  health. 

Our  elected  officials  dance  to  the  tune 
of  corporate  wealth  and  voting  blocs. 
They  are  eager  to  win  the  votes  of 
conservatives  and  dismissive  of 
reproductive  rights  advocates,  who  are 
perceived  as  willing  to  vote  for  Democrats 
no  matter  what.  The  Democratic  Party's 
increasing  orientation  to  the  right  resulted 
in  17  Democratic  Senators  and  62 
Democratic  Representatives  supporting 
the  late-term  abortion  ban.  Two  of  the 
Democratic  Senators  had  hypocritically 
taken  donations  from  Emily's  List,  which 
contributes  to  pro-choice  candidates. 
While  Bush  imposed  a  ban  on  funding  for 
overseas  health  services  tliat  advised 
women  on  abortion  options,  it  was  the 
U.S.  Congress  during  Clinton’s 
administration  that  brought  us  laws 
destroying  welfare  and  promoting 
abstinence. 

So  the  strategy  of  NARAL,  Pro-Choice 
America  and  other  mainstream  women's 
groups,  of  replacing  Republican  officials 
with  Democrats,  just  won't  work. 
Democrats  haven't  stopped  all  the 
abortion  restrictions  implemented  (with 
bipartisan  support)  since  1973, 
restrictions  that  have  done  particular 
injury  to  reproductive  health  options  for 
poor  women. 

I  call  on  all  women,  and  men 
concerned  about  women's  rights,  to  raise 
their  voices  and  again  make  abortion  a 
prime-time,  front  page  issue.  We  have 
done  it  in  the 

past  with  radical  grassroots  movements  of 
those  who  are  disenfranchised  by  tliis 
repressive,  money-mad  system,  and  we 
must  do  it  again.  We  must  hit  tlie  streets 
to  demonstrate  our  full  support  for 
reproductive  freedom,  raise  tlie 
consciousness  of  youth  who  don't 
understand  the  consequences  of  illegal 
abortion,  testify  to  every  legislative  body, 
write  to  every  elected  official  and  every 
newspaper,  face  every  attack  on  abortion 
clinics  at  the  entrance  doors,  and  protect 
the  women  who  use  their  services. 

Let's  go  on  the  offensive,  and  expand 
our  demands  beyond  protecting  tlie 
minimal  reproductive  rights  that  still 
exist.  Real  choice  means  safe,  free, 
unrestricted  abortion-on-demand  for 
women  of  511  ages  and  abilities;  free,  safe 
birth  control;  an  end  to  forced 
sterilization; 

guaranteed  pre-natal  care;  free,  24-hour 
childcare;  and  full  medical  coverage  for 
all! 

Act  now  to  reassert  women's  right  to 
have  control  over  their  own  bodies! 


Nancy  Dahiberg's  poetry  has 
appeared  in  Northwest  Review, 
CALYX,  and  other  journals.  She  is  a 
member  of  Radical  Women,  which  can 
be  reached  at: 

New  Valencia  Hall,  1908  Mission 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
415-864-1278  .  415-864-0778  (fax)  . 


5%  Discount 

WOW 

(415)  285-7845 

FASHIONS  FOR  WOMEN 

Tallas:  S.  M.  L.  XL.  XXL*  Layaway 

2580  Mission  Street 

Maternity,  Clothing  &  Shoes 

San  Francisco,  CA 

SE^HABLA  ESPANOL 

IIJ 

-tvna  -  c  .  -.n-rmiTu-  - 

yip."  <  • 

Y  LIPS  f  " 


I’M  A 

for  the  RIOH! 

mere  there  ths/  memjt  vmMxt  t- 

jv  ^  tlurt  Aeet  were  thnt 


THEHOOSE 
AMERICI 
IS  ON  FIF 


SFHP  CRANTS  BATTLE 
HEALTH  CARE  CRISIS 


On  November  12,  San  Francisco  Health 
Plan  (SFHP)  announced  grants  to  six 
local  health  organizations  totaling  nearly 
$1  million  to  expand  the  availability  of 
health  care  to  low/moderate-income  San 
Franciscans.  The  grants  were  made 
possible  by  a  one-time  settlement  SFHP 
received  in  a  lawsuit  against  the  State 
over  low  funding.  Instead  of  keeping  the 
money,  SFHP  decided  to  try  to  eliminate 
some  of  the  bottlenecks  in  the  health  care 
system  in  San  Francisco. 

"SFHP  has  a  proven  track  record  of 
getting  more  people  insurance  through 
programs  such  as  Healthy  Kids,  our 
universal  children's  health  care 
program.  But  it's  not  enough  to  get 
health  insurance  if  the  doctors  and 
hospitals  are  too  busy  to  see  you,"  said 
Jean  S.  Fraser,  CEO  of  San 
Francisco  Health  Plan.  "With  tlie 
shortage  of  doctors  in  San  Francisco,  it's 
hard  for  everyone  to  get  timely,  health 
care.  But  low  and  moderate  income 
people  like  our  members  face  the  most 
difficult  challenges  since  tlie  safety  net  is 
unraveling  due  to  decades  of  under 
funding." 

Three  Mission  clinics  were  among  the 
six  recipients  of  the  grant; 

Los  Portales  Family  Medical  Center 
received  $90,000  to  hire  a  Spanish¬ 
speaking  Physician  Assistant  to  increase 
the  ability  of  this  clinic  to  serve  their 
primarily  Spanish-speaking  patients. 

Valencia  Health  Services  received 
$87,000  to  add  a  nurse  to  provide 
telephone  advice,  triage  demand  for 
urgent  and  same-day  appointments. 


and  provide  follow-up  for  specialty  care 
for  children. 

San  Francisco  General  Hospital 
received  $54,000  to  buy  equipment  so 
Uiey  can  expand  the  Urgent  Care  Center 
that  diverts  people  away  from  the 
Emergency  Department  and  tries  to  get 
them  into  preventive  care. 

In  addition,  San  Francisco  Hearing  & 
Speech  Center  received  $72,753  to  hire  a 
speech  pathologist  fluent  in  Spanish  to 
help  tlie  many  children  in  San  Francisco 
whose  parents  speak  Spanish  in  the  home 
and  who  have  speech  defects. 
University  of  San  Francisco/San 

Francisco  General  Hospital  Children's 
Health  Center  received  $134,568  for  18 

months  of  funds  to  provide 

appointments  during  weekday  evenings 
and  on  Saturdays  for  working 

families,  and  $50,051  to  ex-pand  specialty 
asthma  services  to  children  and  adults  by 
45  percent.  Three  other  organizations  will 
also  receive  money  to  implement  nurse 
advice  lines  to  help  families  get  medical 
advice  in  a  timely  way  without  missing 
work. 

"For-profit  health  care  systems  have 
access  to  capital  to  utilize  the  newest 
technology  to  make  care  more  efficient" 
said  Linda  Bien,  CEO  of  North  East 
Medical  Services.  "But  non-profit  clinics 
can't  sell  shares  or  get  loans  for  capital 
costs.  With  the  years  of  minimal  funding 
from  the  government  we've  all 
fallen  far  behind  in  using  technology  to 
make  our  services  more  efficient  and 
effective.  Our  grant  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  allowing  us  to  catch  up." 


AMERICAN  HARDWOOD  FLOORING 

4 

Installation 
Repairs 
Refinishinc 
WOODSTAINING 
Custom  Interiors 
Restoration  Projects 

CALL  FOR  A  FREE  ESTIMATE 


ROBERT  GARI 

Unlicensed  Contractor 
BONDED,  H.l.C. 

4779  18th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  643  -  6136 

robertgariS'msh.coin 

www.hardwoodflrn.com 
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Alfonso  Texidor 


by  Alfonso  Texidor 

HEALTHCARE  FOR  EVERYONE 
Sat,  Dec.  13  —  3pni 
531  Grove  St,  S.F. 

Can  the  State  of  California  afford  to  pay  for  long-term  healthcare  for  all?  Can  we 
afford  not  to?  •  110,000  seniors  are  currently  in  California's  nursing  homes  •  50%  of 
women  and  33%  of  men  over  age  65  will  spend  some  time  in  a  nursing  home  •  68%  of 
nursing  home  residents  die  destitute  •  85%  of  long-term  care  is- delivered  outside  of 
,  nursing  homes  •  60%  of  nursing  home  care  is  already  paid  for  by  government  funds  • 
Speaker:  Charlene  Harrington,  Ph.D.,  R.N.,  is  Professor  of  Sociology  at  U.C.S.F., 
and  member  of  the  California  Physicians  Alliance.  She  has  co-authored  5  books, 
written  countless  articles,  and  is  a  frequent  speaker  on  nursing  and  long-term  care. 
Call:  (415)  695-7391 

Sat  Dec.  13  —  8pm 

RITMO  CUBANO  /  ALEGRIA  SALVADORENA 

German  Donatien  &  Orquesta  Palenque  play  Cuban  Son  &  Salsa  at  S.F.  Women's 
Bldg.,  3543  —  18  St  (Btwn  15  &  16  St) 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 
SCHOOL 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 

Innovative  Programs  i 

Extended  Care 

415-567-6177 

www.synergyschool.org  i 

1 387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


immu 

GALLERY 

Latin  American  Folk  Art 


3335  17th  street 

Between  Valencia/Mission 

Ph:(415)  596-3769 

San  Francisco  CAj  94110 

HOURS:  Monday.f  rtday  12004:30  PM 
Paturtfay,  Sunday  12:00  m-fcOO  m 

http  :yAweboraflca.coin/ainarugai  lftty.html 


Sat  Dec.  13  —  8pm 

CUBAN  RHYTHM  /  SALVADORAN  JOY 

German  Donatien  &  Orquesta  Palenque  from  Cuba  play  Cuban  Son  &  Salsa  at  S.F. 
Women's  Bldg.,  3543  —  18  St  (Btvm  15  &  16  St) 

Sun.  Dec.  14 

BALLET  IN  THE  MISSION 

Mission  Cultural  Center  &  San  Francisco  Ballet  Present:  A  Celebration  of  Dance 
&  the  Nutcracker  Suite.  Hosted  by  Prima  Ballerina  Evelyn  Cisneros.  Free 
movement  workshops  for  parents  &  children  under  12  years  &  under.  Call  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  (415)  821-1155 

AFRO-PUERTORICAN  DANCE  &  HISTORY 

Bomba  is  an  improvisational  dance  tliat  originated  in  the  1700s  within  the  African 
slave  communities  of  Puerto  Rico.  In  Bomba  tliere  is  an  intimate  call  &  response 
interplay  between  the  dancer  and  tlie  drummers.  Bomba  is  also  associated  with  another 
distinctive  Afro-Puertorican  dance,  the  Plena,  which  was  popularized  by  the  eminent 
musicians  Rafael  Cortijo  and  Ismael  Rivera,  who  formed  the  initial  core  group  of  what 
later  became  the  great  Salsa  band  El  Gran  Combo.  This  class  is  taught  by  dancer 
Marina  Garcia,  and  drummers  Elliot  "Toby"  Borrero,  and  Ali  "Choco"  Luna.  At: 
Dance  Mission  Studio,  3316  —  24  St  (@  Mission  St)  S.F.  Call:  (415)  826-4441; 
www.dancemission.com 

AFRO-HAITIAN  DANCE  CLASS  AT  DANCE  MISSION 
Dance  teacher  Michelle  Martin,  formerly  the  Assistant  Director  of  Petit  La  Croix, 
has  studied  with  Katliarine  Dunham,  tlie  Alvin  Ayley  American  Dance  Theater,  Jean- 
Leon  Destine,  and  Richard  Gonzalez.  Michelle  has  traveled  tliroughout  Haiti  to  study 
dance  and  music  tlirough  religious  ceremony.  Dance  Mission  Studio,  3316  24  St,  (@ 
Mission  St)  Tel:  (415)  826-4441;  www.dancemission.com 

Tue,  Dec  16  —  8pm 

Pulitzer  Prize  wiimer  poet  Gary  Snyder  is  the  author  of  18  books  of  poetry  and  prose 
that  have  been  translated  into  more  than  20  languages.  He  has  been  a  major  cultural 
force  in  the  U.S.  for  5  decades,  and  he  has  been  tlie  subhect  of  innumerable  essays, 
critical  books,  and  international  interviews.  Bom  in  San  Francisco  in  1930,  he  is  well 
known  for  his  association  with  die  remarkable  proliferation  of  west  coast  poetry  during 
the  1950s  (Allen  Ginsberg,  Jack  Kerouac,  Philip  Whalen,  Keimeth  Rexroth,  Robert 
Creeley,  Robert  Duncan,  among  others);  and  he  is  also  recognized  for  his  tireless 
advocacy  of  community  living,  social  responsibility,  cultural  inclusiveness,  and 
ecological  concerns.  Snyder  will  read  from  recent  poems  and  haibun  (a  brief  imagistic 
and  humorous  writing  style  combining  prose  and  haiku  poems)  and  new  work  relating 
to  current  political  situations.  Emerging  poet  Amy  Wu  Wong  will  join  Snyder  in  tliis 
paired  reading.  At:  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia  St,  SF  *  S15  *  Call  (415) 
626-2786 


r 


TEL  (415)  431-7516 


At  Children's  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the  room  and 
/inspiration  to  grow.  That's  why  we  provide  our  preschoolers 
through  sixth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest  outdoor  school 
spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm 
animals  and  an  enchanting  organic  garden. 

It's  the  perfect  setting  for  an  educational 
program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded 
in  the  concept  of  social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills 
a  passion  for  learning  and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self, 
for  others,  for  ideas  and  for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  415-861-5432. 


- ASKABOUT - 

OUR  PLANS  FOR  EXPANSION 
6th  grade  begins  fall  2003. 
7th  grade  begins  fall  2004. . 
6th  grade  begins  fall  200S. 


An  inspired  community  of  learners  since  1983 
333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  I6th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
415-861-5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


Come  and  enjoy  our  large  selection  of 
fresh  and  yummy: 

•  Gourmet  veggie  burritos 

•  Traditional  Mexican  favorites 

•  ^eafood  tacos  and  wraps 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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IfAUlfCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 

“SPs  WofU  Class  Nelghboriwod  Bim” 


Eva  Litauer,  MEd,  MA,  CHT 

^  ®  ^ 

Hypnotherapy 

for  Mind,  Body 


(415)364-1853 

*  » 

Masters  in  Counseling  Psychology 
Certified  Hypnotherapist  ^ 


rsonal  &  Spiritual  Growth 
Healing  from  Trauma 
Pain^Phobias^Stress  Release 
Habit  Abatement 


EVERY  SAITJRDAY 
lOam  -  4pm  ^ 


3949  ISth^lStreet 

btwn  Alabama  &flotida 


FEATURING: 

flea  market 
local  artisans  and  crafters 
international  food  and  regional  produce 
digital  cinema  and  worlcf  music  netcast 
kids  crafts  tables  and  healing  arts  dome 
workshops,  sklllshares  and  repair  booth 
rotating  murals  and  art  installations 
puppet  shows  and  drum  circles 


««herlng  of  alt 

'O^C£LLspace-s^„soredbySt.Pctets  ^Samss. 

market@cellspace.org  4i  5.643. 


internet  cafe  and  juice  bar 


FREE  REPORT  reveals . . . 


What  employers  don’t  want  you  to 
know  about  your  on-the-job  injury! 

Too  many  injured  workers  don’t  understand  their  rights! 


San  Francisco-  A  Free  Report,  was 
recently  released  that  has  already  helped 
thousands  of  Americans  get  back  to  work 
with  less  pain  and  hassle.  Studies  show 
that  many  injured  workers  don’t  get  the 
care  they  need  to  properly  heal  from  their 


injuries,  resulting  in  frustration,  stress, 
and  aggravation.  Not  knowing  where  to 
turn,  many  workers  have  been  left  with 
no  choice  but  to  return  to  work  either 
while  still  in  pain,  or  without  proper 
representation  to  protect  their  rights. 


TO  RECEIVE  THE  FREE  REPORT  ENTITLED  “How  To  Survivc  A  Work  Injury” 
Call  Toll  -  Free:  1  -  800  -  806  -  4132  (24  -  Hour  Recorded  Message) 

Wunliic:  Mdcing  a  false  or  fiaudulent  Workers’  Compensation  claim  is  a  felony  subject  to  up  to  S  years  in  prison  or  a  fme  of  up 
to  $50,000  or  double  the  value  of  the  fiaud,  whichever  ia  greater,  or  by  both  imprisonment  and  a  fine.' 


Health  . 
Matte  rs^iS 


Richard  Pitt 


THE  NEW  FLU  VACCINE 
AND  THE  ALMICHTY  $ 


I  OFFER  EXPIRESi 

_ _  1-15-04  '^3 

626-8360  OR  WWW.VA10ll3AStl»nAOSaE.COIM 

*Fint  tune  local  resideats  only. 


Anybody  who  has  seen  Michael 
Moore’s  film.  Bowling  for  Columbine, 
will  know  that  America  is  being  besieged 
by  the  emotion  of  FEAR.  It  is 
deliberately  used  by  politicians, 
corporations  and  others  to  make  us 
passive,  to  inhibit  free  thinking  and  free 
speech,  to  spiend  money  on  unnecessary 
products,  to  make  us  vote  for  ridiculous 
people  and  policies,  and  generally  to 
make  nasty  mischief 

Politicians  have  traditionally  used 
people’s  fear  of  the  unknown  to 
manipulate  facts  and  get  votes.  Gov. 
Wilson  did  it  with  the  fear  of  immigrants 
and  fear  of  marauding  criminals  (always 
a  favorite  amongst  the  right  wing  - 
remember  Willie  Horton  and  the 
Bush/Dukakis  presidential  debate),  and 
file  list  goes  on  and  on. 

Another  group  that  seeks  to  exploit 
fear  are  the  pharmaceutical  companies. 
Since  relaxed  advertising  restrictions 
allowed  them  to  advertise  their  products 
directly  to  the  consumer,  we  have  been 
inundated  with  adverts  for  every 
imaginable  drug,  together  with  highly 
dubious  arguments  for  their  use. 

One  of  the  most  insidious  campaigns 
of  recent  years  has  promoted  use  of  the 
flu  vaccine.  Each  year  1  write  about  this, 
warning  people  not  to  take  the  vaccine 
wifiiout  good  reason;  to  question  putting 
this  foreign  substance  into  your  body  is 
worthwhile,  since  the  vaccine  often 
doesn’t  work  and  also  is  filled  with 
merciuy  and  formaldehyde.  1  wrote  a 
piece  that  was  published  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  which  exposed  the 
connection  between  increased  exposme 
to  mercury  from  vaccines  given  to 
children  and  the  new  recommendation  of 
giving  at-risk  babies  the  flu  vaccine.  The 
point  was  that  the  motive  behind  giving 
kids  the  flu  vaccine  has  as  much  to  do 
with  money  as  it  has  with  science.  It  is 
based  on  speculation  and  unsubstantiated 
beliefs,  not  on  research  that  can  reassiu-e 
us  about  the  risks  involved. 

Now  there  is  a  new  flu  vaccine  on  the 
market.  “FluMist,  an  intranasal  vaccine, 
is  given  to  people  in  a  spray  form 
directly  into  the  nose.  The 
manufacturer,  Medlmmune,  announced 


22nd  Street 


that  it  has  signed  an  agreement  with 
Walmart,  the  world biggest  retailer, 
making  the  vaccine  available  in  all  their 
stores.  This  was  followed  by  an  intense 
advertising  campaign,  costing  an 
estimated  $25  million  over  the  last  few 
months,  using  scare  tactics  and  warning 
of  the  possibility  of  a  “bioterror  attack 
using  the 'flu  virus.”  Each  dose  of  the 
vaccine  costs  $70,  which  Medlmmune 
hopes  will  push  its  revenues  to  more  than 
$1  billion  a  year. 

However,  beyond  the  dubious  business 
ethics  of  the  advertising  campaign,  there 
are  specific  risks  associated  with  this 
vaccine  that  have  to  be  considered.  The 
vaccine  contains  live  (attenuate) 
influenza  viruses  that  replicate  in  the 
nasopharynx  of  the  recipient.  There  are 
common  side-effects  including  cough, 
runny  nose  and  congestion,  irritability, 
headaches,  chills,  muscles  aches  and 
fever,  all  symptoms  similar  to  the  flu. 
Also,  the  live  virus  can  be  spread  from 
the  vaccine  recipient  to  other  non- 
vaccinated  people  for  up  to  21  days,  a 
real  problem  if  they  live  or  work  in  close 
proximity  to  others.  A  warning  on  the 
FluMist  package  insert  states  “FluMist 
recipients  should  avoid  close  contact 
with  immunocompromised  individuals 
for  at  least  21  days.”  Therefore,  those 
living  with  or  coming  into  contact  with 
people  with  compromised  immime 
systems  should  not  get  the  vaccine.  But 
how  can  this  be  predicted?  Considering 
file  number  of  people  in  this  country 
whose  immune  systems  are  compromised 
by  factors  ranging  from  AIDS  and 
Cancer  all  the  way  to  eczema,  as  well  as 
people  taking  corticosteroids  for  a  wide 
variety  of  conditions,  the  list  is  huge. 
And,  of  course,  the  vaccine  itself  is 
contraindicated  for  people  who  have 
weak  immune  systems. 

So  what  will  happen  when  people  go 
into  Walmart  and  other  stores  dispensing 
the  vaccine?  Is  it  going  to  spread  onto 
the  shelves,  amongst  the  products  in  the 
store?  The  vaccine  has  been  “targeted” 
for  healthy  people  from  the  age  of  5  to 
49.  What  will  happen  to  the  older  and 
weaker  population,  who  are  more  at  risk 
anyway,  when  they  have  contact  with 
someone  who  had  the  vaccine? 


at  Guerrero 
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|•CY•GH■6D€LIC  SUMMY  MIGH-TS 

Mixmaster  Cy  Pours  Out  the  Rounds  &  the  Sounds 

9  pm-2  am  - 
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Dear  Curandera, 


All  of  my  life  I've  had  clinical 
depression.  This  is  apparently  hereditary: 
my  daughter  has  it  as  well,  but  I've 
always  been  able  to  handle  it.  I  recognize 
it  and  I'm  usually  able  to  do  sometliing 
positive  to  counter  the  effects  when  it 
kicks  in.  Well,  it's  kicked  in  and  I'm 
having  difficulty  controlling  it  this  time. 
I've  been  thinking  about  getting  some 
medication  for  it.  Here's  the  problem:  I 
really  don't  want  to  take  psychotropic 
drugs.  I  think  [in  the]  long  term  they 
cause  more  problems  than  they  cure. 
Besides  the  mental  dependency  and 
possibility  of  triggering  manic  episodes,  I 
don't  want  to  deal  with  the  social  stigma 
that  will  follow  me  the  rest  of  my  life.  I 
know  once  I  get  a  job  it'll  go  away  on  its 
own.  So  here's  the  question:  should  I  go 
ahead  and  tough  it  out,  or  go  get  some 
drugs?  I'm  just  looking  for  second 
opinions  and  other  options. 

Robert 
Dear  Robert, 

There  are  other  ways  to  manage 
depression  besides  drugs.  The  first  is  to 
drink  more  water.  Not  drinking  enough 
water  is  one  of  the  primary  causes  of 
depression.  It's  my  opinion  that  the  water 
people  drink  with  the  drugs,  more  than 
the  drugs  themselves,  is  what  helps 
people  who  are  on  psychotropics  for 
depression.  However,  compared  to 
psychotherapy  and  drugs,  water  is  cheap 
and  low  tech,  so  it's  not  recommended  [by 
the  medical  profession]  as  a  solution. 
Secondly,  try  St.  John's  Wort,  which  is  an 
herbal  remedy  for  depression.  Try  it  first 
in  a  tea,  using  different  strengths,  then  try 
it  in  capsule  form,  and  see  if  it  helps. 
Also,  are  you  getting  any  exercise?  A 
sedentary  life  is  another  cause  of 
depression.  While  you  try  these  remedies, 
you  can  also  bum  a  candle  to  St.  Helen  of 
the  Cross,  the  saint  who  handles 
depression.  Lastly,  you  might  want  to 
consider  seeing  a  tlierapist  who  will  treat 
the  causes  of  your  depression,  rather  than 
file  symptoms.  Call  around  and  interview 
several  tlierapists  by  phone  first,  and  find 
out  what  their  views  are  on  psychotropics. 

Rez 


Dear  Curandera, 

My  friend  from  work  has  made  a 
project  of  finding  me  a  husband.  The  goal 
is  to  find  someone  who  will  give  me  a 
rock  by  Memorial  Day  nexl  year.  She  has 
me  looking  for  guys  on  Match.com.  I  told 
her  I  hadn't  had  a  date  in  10  years,  and 
that  I  was  a  hopeless  case,  that  her  first 
step  should  be  to  do  a  novena  to  St  Jude! ! 
(I  thought  that  was  clever  of  me.)  But 
then  I  see  my  friends  splitting  up  and  I 
wonder  if  it's  worth  it.  What  do  you  think 
about  all  this? 

S. 


Dear  S: 

Wow!  What  a  nice  friend  to  help 
you  find  a  life  partner!  Don't  say  it's  a 
hopeless  case,  because  it's  not.  Besides, 
you're  hexing  yourself  when  you  shut  off 
your  hope  like  that.  Maybe  YOU  should 
do  a  novena  to  St.  Jude.  (St.  Jude  is  the 
saint  of  impossible  causes  because  he  was 
overcompensating  since  people  got  him 
mixed  up  wifh  Judas,  the  guy  who 
betrayed  Jesus  Christ-who  is  not  a  saint.) 
Now  I  want  to  know  how  YOU  feel  about 
it?  Is  it  okay  with  you  that  your  friend  is 
more  or  less  stage-managing  your  love 
life,  or  do  you  like  being  single?  Some 
people  have  fully  satisfying  single 
lifestyles,  and  there's  nothing  wrong  with 
that.  Also,  even  if  your  friends  do  split 
up,  I  tliink  in  most  cases  it's  still  worth  it. 
Even  if  it's  just  for  a  while,  you  got  to 
know  someone  new,  widen  your  horizons 
and  perceptions,  have  new  experiences, 
and  that  counts  for  a  lot.  People  change, 
and  even  if  it's  sad  and  it  hurts,  we  should 
do  what  will  make  us  become  better 
people  and  have  bigger  lives. 

Rez 

La  Post  Modern  Curandera  is  by 
Resurreccion  Cruz.  If  you  have  spiritual 
or  health  questions  that  aren't  being 
addressed  by  your  religious  and  medical 
establishments,  send  Rez  yom  questions 
Cruz  is  the  author  of  "Santora,  The  Good 
Daughter,"  Xipactli  Publishing,  available 
at  Modem  Times  Books,  Books,  Inc,  and 
Bames&Noble.com. 
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THE  DEEPEST 
DIVE  OF  ALL 


SOMETHING  NO  <;R0WN  MAN 
SHOULD  HAVE  TO  CO  THR0U<;H 


I  went  looking  for  tlie  dive  of  dives  of 
all  dives  of  all  time  San  Francisco  dives 
with  Keimeth  McGuire  and  Ron  Belruth. 
Keimeth  called  me  at  6  pm  on  a  Tuesday 
night,  quite  distraught.  “What’s  wrong?” 
I  said. 

“I’ve  nm  into  some  real  dead  ends 
here.” 

“What?” 

“Kitty  called  me:  she  told  me  she’s 
seeing  someone.” 

“What’s  going  on  there?  What  do  I  hear 
in  the  background?” 

“That’s  me  smasliing  stuff.” 

“Meet  me  aroimd  the  comer  at  the  Kum 
Bak.” 

The  Kum  Bak  Bar  is  right  aroimd  the 
comer  from  Kenneth’s  house,  over  on 
Ellis  and  Leavenworth.  He  was  tliere 
before  I  got  there.  He  had  four  shots  lined 
up  in  front  of  him.  The  Kum  Bak  is  no 
dive;  it’s  just  a  sports  bar  in  tlie 
tenderloin;  $2.50  Budweisers,  old-style 
baseball  pinball  machine,  pool  table  in 
the  back,  couple  TV  sets  for  the  game. 
Kenneth  drank  his  shots,  tlien  started  to 
pay. 

“What  are  you  gonna  do?” 

“Get  dmnk.  Waima  come?” 

So  I  did,  I  went  along.  Duty  and  all.  He 
said  he  wanted  to  find  a  real  dive,  a  real 
‘skidzoid’  place,  a  ‘lowdown  seedy 
shithole  with  hookers  and  thieves  and 
loan  sharks  and  bad  well  whiskey  where  I 
can  just,  I  can  just,  I  just  wanna  get  lost 
and  dirty  y’know?’  was  what  he  said, 
except  with  more  flare. 

We  caught  a  cab  from  the  Kiun  Bak  to 
the  Ha  Ra  on  Geary  at  Larkin,  which  is 
no  dive  either,  just  a  dark  bar,  pleasant  in 
fact;  known  as  a  dive  bar  by  some,  but  no 
dive  bar:  a  TV  set,  some  good  beers  on 
tap,  a  gracious  elderly  bartender,  some 
spare  chairs,  tables.  It  was  too  nice,  so 
we  left.  Kenneth  asked  the  next  cabbie, 
“Take  us  to  a  dive,  a  real  lowdown  seedy 
blah  blah  blah... and  bad....  where  I  can 
blah  blah....” 

The  cabbie  listened  to  his  brief 
monologue  of  despair  and  tlien  mshed  us 
over  to  Jonelle’s,  at  Jones  and  Ellis.  I  told 
the  cabbie  to  wait  for  us  wliile  Keimeth 
decided  if  it  was  dirty  enough  for  him. 
We  ordered  a  shot  from  the  bartender,  a 
gentle  Asian  man.  The  coiwersation  was 
stilled  by  the  deadpan  stare  of  a  street 
peddler  I  could  only  assume  was  asking 
us  for  a  dollar  in  a  deaf  mute  kind  of  way. 

“Is  this  spoiled  enough  for  you?” 

Keimeth  looked  around.  He  saw  a  few 
working  class  fellas  having  an  after-work 
beer.  He  saw  the  bartender  watching  the 
game  with  a  regular.  He  saw  a  few 
homeless  guys  saunter  in  and  out  with 
that  air  of  something  incredibly  important 
happening,  even  though  notliing  is:  but 
there  was  nothing  sleazy.  There  was  no 
piss  in  the  comer,  no  jukebox  with 
cracked  glass,  no  bar  slut  with  ripped 


fishnet  stockings  bent  over  the  pool  table 
with  a  GPC  hanging  out  of  her  swearing 
mouth,  no  old  queen  asking  for  a  light  in 
a  thick,  Irish-accented  falsetto,  no  dead 
man  in  the  bathroom,  no  crooked  cop  on 
the  take  in  the  back.  We  crossed  the  street 
to  the  Ciimabar.  It  was  the  same  type  of 
place.  We  left,  back  to  the  cab. 

“That  wasn’t  enough,  apparently  . . . .”  I 
told  the  cabbie,  placing  the  blame  to 
Kenneth.  The  driver,  momentarily 
disappointed  that  he  had  not  satisfied  us, 
then  immediately  happy  to  charge  us 
further,  zoomed  off  to  the  Mission. 

He  double-parked  in  front  of  El 
Mexicano  on  24*.  He  went  in  with  us.  I 
looked  around.  It’s  no  dive,  it’s  just  a 
place  where  Latinos  go:  the  auftientic 
Latin  American  Club.  Keimeth  was 
getting  quite  dmnk,  so  it’s  possible  the 
tliought  didn’t  occur  to  him,  but  myself,  I 
felt  grossly  out  of  place.  The  old  white- 
guy-trespassing  guilt  bit.  But  I  stayed  for 
a  beer,  since  Keimeth  had  already 
ordered. 

I  queried  the  cabbie:  “What  makes  this 
a  dive?” 

“Look  around,  dude!” 

But  all  I  saw  was  a  bimch  of  Latinos, 
mostly  men,  a  few  women,  having  a  gay 
old  time,  playing  pool,  drinking. 

“I’ll  grant  you  this  place  is  poor,  real 
poor.  Not  much  money  invested  in  tlie 
finer  details  of  a  bar,  but  I  wouldn’t  call 
this  is  a  dive,”  I  said. 

“Would  you  bring  your  lady  here?”  he 
countered. 

“I  would  if  I  came  here  all  the  time  and  \ 
knew  people  here  and  my  fiiends  were 
here  and  I  wasn’t  white.” 

“Well,  then  I  don’t  know  what  a  dive 
is.”  he  shot  back. 

“Hey,  a  dive  is  a  dive:  some  dirty-ass 
lowlife  bar,”  Keimeth  blurted,  “and  this 
ain't  it!  Everybody  looks  just  like  people 
tryin'  to  make  it  through,  jes’  like  you  and 
me.  They  they  they  might  be  illegal 
aliens,  some  of  them,  or  some  shiL  or 
they  might  be  poor,  but  that  ain’t  their 
fault.  In  fact,  it’s  probably  your  fault!” 
and  Kenneth  stared  at  me.  I  work  for  the 
Gap. 

We  got  back  in  the  cab  and  he  took  us 
to  Clooney's,  on  Valencia  ‘round  25*,  but 
I  told  him  to  keep  driving.  Clooney’s  may 
be  an  old  man’s  bar,  open  at  6am,  but  it’s 
no  dive:  Frank  Sinatra  on  the  jukebox,  a 
nice  round  bar,  a  few  nice  bartenders, 
nothing  wrong  with  Clooney's.  He  drove 
us  towards  Pete’s  Comer  on  Army,  a 
place  with  bars  on  the  door—  you  have  to 
be  buzzed  in—  but  I  told  him  to  keep 
driving.  I’ve  seen  Pete’s  Comer:  it’s  no 
dive. 

We  veered  back  to  Turk  and 
Leavenworth. 

“What’s  that?”  Ron,  (our  cab  driver’s 
name,  which  I  finally  spotted  on  his  cab 
license),  parked  his  cab  in  a  legitimate 

Continued  on  next  page 
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parking  spot.  It  appeared  he  had 
unofficially  joined  Kenneth  and  myself  in 
our  sordid  quest  for  San  Francisco’s  very 
own  bar-o-nietric  low;  a  dirty,  dirty  bar 
where  a  fella  could  get  ‘down  and  dirty,’ 
as  Kenneth  said  at  one  point. 

Mr.  Lee  Ona’s  was  the  bar  and  it  was 
no  dive:  it  was,  however,  a  gay  bar,  witli  a 
few  elderly  gentlemen,  which  must  have 
been  why  Ron  exclaimed;  “What  is  this? 
Some  old  fag  bar?’’  as  he  sat  down  and 
ordered  a  Bud  Light. 

Impressed  by  his  bluntness  and 
disgusted  by  his  lack  of  tact,  we  all  sat 
down  for  a  Bud  Light.  “There  is  no  dive 
bar  in  San  Francisco,”  I  opened.  “There  is 
no  dive  bar  because  tliere’s  no  real  skid 
row  here  anymore.  I  mean,  there’s  parts 
of  the  Tenderloin,  sure,  with  a  lot  of  street 
folks,  and  I  guess  that’s  skid  row  ‘cause 
they’ve  hit  the  skids,  right?  But  there’s  no 
real  dive  bar  for  tliem.  And  I’m  sure 
tliere’s  some  real  poor  bars  in  the 
Mission,  and  there’s  probably  some  dives 
over  in  Hunter’s  Point,  ‘cause  it’s  real 
poor  over  there,  and  where  tliere’s  poor 
people  I  suppose  there’s  bound  to  be  dive 
bars,  and  hey!  Chinatown  too,  hell  I  don’t 
know  what  I’m  sayin'  except  it’s  all  a 
racist  plot!”  and  I  ended  my  speech.  “It’s 
a  rich  town,  they’re  pushing  out  the  poor. 
We  should  be  in  the  East  Bay  or  South 
San  Francisco,  tlien  we’ll  find 
something.”  I  couldn’t  stop.  Ron, 
however,  was  unimpressed.  He  didn’t  put 
all  that  psycho-sociology  class  crap  into 
his  bar-grading  system.  If  it  was  dark  and 
had  a  rundown  sign  and  little  or  no 
decoration  inside  and  no  cliicks  around,  it 
was  probably  a  dive.  As  for  Keimeth, 
nothing  was  going  to  be  dirty  enough  to 
kill  the  pain  Kitty  had  iivflicted  on  him 
earlier.  No  bar  was  going  to  hold  up 
because,  in  fact,  he  was  not  looking  for  a 
bar  but  looking  for  liell,  some  place  that 
matched  up  on  the  outside  with  his 
ravaged  insides.  He  held  some  vision  of  a 
dive  bar  that  was  qirite  possibly  pure 
fantasy,  a  place  where  bottles  went  flying 
tlirough  the  air  and  fights  broke  out 
spontaneously,  a  place  where  even  tlie 
hookers  and  the  pimps  and  gamblers  went 
a-slumming  in  harmony.  Even  if  he  found 
this  fictional  place,  no  amount  of  booze 
the  establishment  could  serve  was  going 
to  wash  away  his  pain. 

Keimeth  had  missed  our  conversation 
entirely  because  one  of  the  regulars  was 
talking  him  right  into  the  comer.  One 


could  see  the  doubt  in  his  eyes:  for  an 
average  homophobic  fella  like  Kenneth, 
being  hit  on  by  a  gay  man  on  the  night 
your  wife  admits  she  is  cheating  might  be 
enough  to  fully  break  you.  His  manhood 
was  just  about  pronounced  DEAD. 
Luckily,  the  jukebox  came  on  full-throttle 
with  Madonna’s  Material  Girl,  and  we 
made  some  sort  of  clumsified,  dingbat, 
Busby  Berkeley-routine  retreat  all  the  way 
to  the  door. 

What  ensued  next  is  something  no 
grown  man  should  have  to  go  through. 
Kenneth  and  Ron,  needing  to  pee  badly 
(and,  OK,  myself  too),  we  all  walked 
leisurely  past  the  parked  Taxicab  towards 
some  seemingly  dark,  shady  area.  We  all 
began  to  pee.  Lights  flickered  by  from 
cars;  white  lights,  mostly,  but  then  blue 
and  red  lights,  blue  and  red  lights,  and 
then  a  big,  bright,  bright,  white  light,  the 
big,  bright,  white  light  silhouetting  three 
men,  pissing  against  a  wall  for  a  man  in 
black  to  see. 

‘Drunk  in  public’  is  just  not  a  fair 
crime.  Three  cars  showed  up  ultimately. 
We  were  all  handcuffed  and  brought  to 
the  ‘Hall  of  Justice.’  Luckily,  Keimeth’s 
cheating  wife’s  brother  is  a  prominent 
San  Francisco  lawyer.  He  agreed  to  pay 
our  bail,  but  he  had  to  drive  in  from 
Tahoe.  We  slept  the  night  in  the  clink. 

By  late  morning  we  were  free  and  on 
the  street.  Derek  Razee,  the  lawyer, 
offered  us  breakfast  at  liis  favorite  bar, 
down  on  the  wharf.  There  was  copper 
everywhere,  white  linen  napkins  all  over 
the  goddamn  place,  beautiful  women 
serving  beautiful,  fit  and  healthy 
customers  or,  if  not  beautiful  customers, 
at  least  ugly  customers  in  beautiful  suits. 
Blinding  light  came  in  all  over  the  damn 
place:  it  was  bright,  with  wooden  floors. 
The  smell  of  home  fries  and  eggs  wafted 
from  the  kitchen  in  back.  I  had  a  $7.50 
Bloody  Mary.  I  looked  around.  Everyone 
looked  Just  like  Derek  Razee,  our  lawyer. 

“Is  Uiis  a  lawyers’  bar?”  I  asked. 

“Lawyers,  politicians...  tliat  guy  over 
there  is  a  retired  judge.”  He  whispered 
and  pointed  softly.  There  was  a  framed 
photo  of  a  police  chief  with  some 
bartender  or  owner.  “A  friend  of  Willie 
Brown  owns  tliis  place,”  Derek  went  on. 

My  God,  we  had  finally  found  it! 
Keimeth’s  dream,  a  bar  where  thieves  and 
whores  and  loan  sharks  of  a  type  came 
together  in  hannony!  It  was  the  sleaziest 
lowlife  shifiiole  dive  in  all  of  San 
Francisco. 
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'f^ecycle  Jpour  Tree  at  the  Curb! 

DURING  THE  WEEK  JANUARY  5  -9,  2004 

•  No  Flocked  Trees! 

•  Remove  metal  or  plastic  base  (wood  base  okay) 

.  Remove  all  lights,  tinsel  and  other  decorations 

•  No  trees  in  plastic  bags 

Downtown  businesses,  call  Golden  Gate  Disposal  & 

Recycling  to  schedule  a  Tree  pick  up  at  415-626-4000 


Rec^^clin^  Is  Now  As  Gasy  As 

n  S  3 


SUNStT  SCAVf  NGER  COMPANY 


SF  Environment 


GOLDEN  GATE  DISPOSAL  &  RECYCLING  COMPANY  •  626-4000  •  www.goldengatedisposal.com 
SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY  •  330-1300  *  www.sunsetscavenger.com 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENT  •  CITY  &  COUNTY  OF  SF  •  www.sfenvironment.com 


give  it.  get  it. 


give  more  at  gap.com 


In  the  Mission  with  a  Mission 


Do  you  have  some  college  credits?  Would  you  like  to  change  your 
life  using  prior  life  experiences  to  complete  your  college  degree? 

Consider  New  College’s  BA  Completion  Programs  and  finish  you 
degree  in  as  little  as  one  year. 


WmmnatteMMii 


of  Srto»ls  *n<) 


liiss  Atl>ntic. Av«wk^i(«  ioa  t  Al>m«la,  ca  msdi  I 


Beveled  mirrors 


UNBEATABLE  PRICES 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  LATIN  AMERICAN  GALLERY 
Serving  the  Mission  District  for  over  18  years 


CUSTOM  OR  DO-IT-YOURSELF  FRAMING 
PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


SPECIAL  HOLIDAY 

OFFER! 


34  Valencia  Street  @  20th  415  826  2321 


'"iOt  ur  Traditi©i\'al  M 


F©©<J 
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IfORNlf'  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998, 1999  4  2000 
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1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  Wpm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


